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Section 1: Introduction 
Mineral Point, Missouri, located in Washington County, has a history deeply tied to the mining industry, which 
shaped the region's early development. The area was originally settled in the early 19th century, largely due to 
the discovery of rich mineral deposits—especially lead—which attracted settlers and prospectors. The name 
“Mineral Point” reflects this heritage, as the region became one of Missouri’s key centers for lead mining. The 
arrival of the St. Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern Railway in the late 1800s helped establish Mineral Point as 
a transportation and trade hub for the surrounding mining operations. 

As the mining industry declined in the 20th century, Mineral Point, like many similar towns, faced economic 
shifts and population changes. Despite these challenges, the community has persisted, maintaining its small-
town character and historical roots. Today, Mineral Point is a modest rural town with a population that 
reflects its working-class heritage. Its history remains evident in the remnants of mining operations and in the 
community's cultural memory, serving as a reminder of the vital role it played in Missouri’s mining boom. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is an Active Transportation Plan?  
The University of Missouri Extension’s objective with the Active Transportation grant is to assist communities 
with adopting active transportation policies and plans that enhance connectedness within communities to 
everyday destinations. Specifically, this grant has direction to develop plans for increasing the number of 
“activity friendly routes” that connect “everyday destinations.” MU Extension defines activity friendly routes 
as “direct and convenient connections that offer protection from cars, making it easier to cross the street and 
reach different locations. They connect at least two everyday destinations and include four modes of active 
transportation: bicycle, pedestrian, multi-use paths and public transit.” Additionally, everyday destinations are 
referred to as “desirable, useful, and attractive places people need or want to go, such as schools, stores, 
parks and businesses.”   

Mineral Point leadership continues to pursue 
opportunities for development, including a possible 
push-pull rail stop on the east side of the railroad 
easement through town. The operation hopes to 
provide economic stimulation for Mineral Point and 
improve shipping options for Washington County 
Industries.  
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These routes and destinations are the building blocks for determining an overall plan for active transportation 
which MU Extension defines as “any self-propelled, human mode of transportation, such as walking or 
bicycling.” Active transportation can boost local economies, increase physical health, improve the natural 
environment, and provide affordable transportation access for all. Through a grant from MU Extension, the 
Meramec Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) selected a community in the eight-county region that had an 
interest in enhancing the lives of its citizens through the adoption of an Active Transportation Plan. 
Additionally, MRPC reviewed health and socioeconomic-related statistics from the American Community 
Survey (ACS Census data) to ensure the chosen community demonstrated a need. This need includes poor 
health outcomes and low rankings as a health county statewide. Mineral Point looks to support and increase 
its residents’ quality of life and safety with increased pedestrian infrastructure throughout the village.  
  

Different types of active transportation include:  
 
• Pedestrian (walk or wheelchair)  

• Bicycles 

• Skateboards 

• Other personal mobility devices 
 

 

Per the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, active transportation provides the following benefits: 

 

 

Healthy People – Adds routine physical activities into 
citizens’ daily lives

Health Environment – Reduces impacts to the 
environment by using cars less

Healthy Economy – Creates communities with a high 
quality of life that can spur small business development, 
increasing tourism dollars and possibly property values

Mobility for All – Provides vulnerable populations 
(children, elderly, low-income, etc.) with access to move 

around their community

Hiking
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Mineral Point’s Active Transportation Goal 
The purpose of defining active transportation in Mineral Point is to improve the physical health of the 
community as people continue to engage in less recreational opportunities nationwide. During the 
stakeholder planning process, the group discussed several improvements that would benefit the residents of 
Mineral Point and enhance safety, quality of life, and active opportunities.  

 

The goal of this plan is to prioritize Mineral Point’s 
sidewalk infrastructure to community areas of interest 

for overall user safety, as well as identify ways to 
improve the short and long-term health outcomes of 

residents. 

 
 

Mineral Point’s active transportation priorities include sidewalks on Sixth Street (left) and pedestrian connectivity to the Washington 
County Head Start (right). 
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Section 2: Existing Conditions 
Before sidewalk and trail recommendations can be made, it is important to understand the condition of 
existing infrastructure, including sidewalks, trails, crosswalks, etc. The Village of Mineral Point has no existing 
pedestrian network, with only remnants of past infrastructure scattered along Commercial Street. 
Stakeholders noted Commercial Street had continuous sidewalks fifty-or-more years ago but the few existing 
segments were removed or had grown over as they deteriorated. Budget restrictions the faced in past years 
have forced the Village to prioritize other essential infrastructure over sidewalk and crosswalk projects, 
however recent partnerships and grants have put new projects within reach. Currently, families walk often in 
Mineral Point for exercise and to visit local destinations. While generally safe with low traffic volumes and 
speeds, stakeholders hope to offer dedicated sidewalk infrastructure to encourage more pedestrian 
transportation in the future. 

 
Areas of Interest 

Throughout the Active Transportation planning process, MRPC asked Mineral Point’s stakeholders to identify 
areas of interest or community destinations. The destinations included focus areas of education, recreation, 
essential goods and public services. It was noted from discussions that most of Mineral Point’s areas of 
interest were currently accessed by motorists with limited multi-modal traffic.   

Stakeholders highlighted a need for connection to the Washington County Head Start to the community, 
currently the village’s primary family destination.  Future plans to develop a central village property with a 
community center and park were also considered as a hub for active transportation users. The village hopes to 
turn this currently vacant location into a community destination to host events and provide a dedicated space 
for residents to exercise and play. 

Although no sidewalks or sidewalks currently exist in Mineral Point, pedestrians often walk on primary roadways including Main 
Street (left) and Sixth Street (right). 
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Additionally, the Mineral Point Market, Mineral Point Village Hall, post office and community church were 
identified as existing destinations that could use sidewalk connections. Washington County leadership is also 
working on developing a “push-pull” rail operation that would allow area businesses to transport using the 
railroad. While this development is in a preliminary stage, it could bring additional traffic and economic 
stimulation to the community. Stakeholders noted the proposed network outlined later in this plan would 
connect railway and freight workers to the rest of Mineral Point’s community destinations. 

Map of Areas of Interest 

 

Map 2.1 
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The Mineral Point Market (3) is the most popular destination currently, the village’s only store with food and 
other essential staples.  Within a block from the market, stakeholders also identified the Washington County 
Head Start (2), City Hall (1) and Post Office (4) as existing destinations that would benefit from dedicated 
pedestrian connections.  

 

Stakeholders also included the proposed locations for a city park, community center (4) and freight rail 
development (7), looking to the future needs of the community. The city park and community center would 
offer needed recreation and event destinations to Mineral Point for residents and visitors. It is noted that 
while these destinations have not been finalized, community leadership continues to pursue opportunities 
through grants and partnerships. 

 

Current Conditions and Pedestrian Safety 
As mentioned before, Mineral Point does not currently have any existing pedestrian infrastructure such as 
sidewalks or crosswalks. Stakeholders noted that despite the lack of dedicated routes, pedestrians are seen 
daily and often walking on the side of roadways for recreation, exercise or to access another destination in 
Mineral Point. Due to lower vehicle speeds and primarily local traffic, residents stated they usually feel safe 
walking on the side of the street during daylight hours. In the evenings, residents worry about vehicle traffic 
being able to properly see pedestrians, especially families with small children. Many residents avoid walking at 
night due to the risk of an accident and tend to drive to reach destinations in Mineral Point.  

Rural communities that lack pedestrian infrastructure such as sidewalks, crosswalks, and wide shoulders can 
face serious safety and mobility challenges. According to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), roads in 
rural areas are especially dangerous for non-motorized users. Pedestrians or cyclists along rural highways 
account for a relatively small share of total users but their chances of being involved in a fatal crash are 
significantly higher than in urban settings. Without sidewalks and designated safe zones, pedestrians and 

Stakeholders identified seven current and future areas of interest in Mineral Point including Mineral Point Post Office (left) and 
proposed location for a community center redevelopment (right). 
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cyclists often share narrow, higher-speed roadways designed for vehicles. FHWA notes many rural networks 
were built without consideration for walking or biking.  

Beyond immediate safety risks, the absence of pedestrian infrastructure undermines broader goals of 
connectivity, accessibility and public health in rural settings. FHWA’s “Small Town and Rural Multimodal 
Networks Guide” emphasizes that rural communities can benefit from pedestrian and bicycle networks to 
enhance access to jobs, health care and other daily activities.  Without safe walking routes, individuals without 
reliable vehicle access can be pushed into unsafe travel behaviors like walking along highway shoulders and 
crossing at uncontrolled locations. This limits equitable mobility and contributes to higher rates of health 
disparities in rural populations, where walking for transportation or leisure is limited.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Until pedestrian infrastructure is built in Mineral Point, active transportation users and vehicle operators 
should be informed of best practices for sharing the roadway. In rural communities where roads often have no 
pedestrian infrastructure and less expectation of foot traffic, it is important for pedestrians and drivers to be 
on the same page when sharing the roadway. According to FHWA, pedestrians should walk against traffic 
when no sidewalk or path is available so they can see vehicles coming and drivers can better see them. Drivers 
should be alert and aware of the possibility of pedestrians using shoulders or unpaved edges and reduce 
speeds when sight distances are limited. FHWA also recommends providing paved shoulders or wide edges in 
rural roadway design so that pedestrians can travel safely outside of the main vehicle lane.  
By combining awareness, appropriate speeds and adequate separation, pedestrians and vehicles can share 
rural roadways safely. 

FHWA’s Traffic Safety Facts guide 
gives important safety reminders and 
guidance for both pedestrians and 
vehicle operators. Awareness by both 
parties is critical to ensure safe 
interactions on rural roadways. 
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Section 3: Community Engagement 
MRPC and village leadership identified a group of stakeholders committed to the planning and development of 
active transportation. Participants included representatives of local government and the greater community. 
The city hosted the stakeholder group meeting at the Mineral Point City Hall. 
 

Public Meetings 
The public meetings were held on April 25, August 7 and July 15, 2025 at the Mineral Point City Hall. MRPC 
staff provided a presentation covering the active transportation planning process and facilitated meeting 
discussions with city leadership and residents. Staff asked the group to begin identifying areas of interest 
within the village. The group discussed possible locations where there was a need to improve pedestrian 
access and safety. MRPC staff created a series of maps to reflect the discussion and to assist in prioritization. 
Attendees discussed the importance of connections for safe access to the Mineral Point Market, Washington 
County Head Start, city hall, community church and several proposed developments.  

During the second meeting staff reviewed the areas of interest, developed priority routes and discussed the 
online surveys submitted by Mineral Point residents and community members.  Mineral Point stakeholders 
also discussed and identified five proposed crosswalk locations and one proposed rail-trail connection to 
Potosi. 

 

 
 

Stakeholders and MRPC staff were hosted by Mineral Point at City Hall for all two active transportation planning 
meetings. 
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Online Survey 
To understand the greater community’s priorities and needs, an online survey asked citizens of Mineral Point 
and the surrounding area about their experiences walking and biking, and what topics were most important to 
them. Surveys were posted online and via email, and a total of seven people took the survey by the July 14, 
20245 deadline. Full results of the survey, including those submitted after the deadline, can be found in 
Appendix A.  
 
Survey respondents unanimously agreed that sidewalks and trails were somewhat or very important to the 
health of the community. Of the 7 responses:  

• Three walked or biked to engage in physical activity 
several times a week. 

• A majority (5) of the respondents felt that bike lanes 
would not be valued. 

• Two of the respondents were able to walk to work. 
• Four people felt that the village of Mineral Point was 

slightly walkable, with three individuals stating that 
the village was not walkable.  

• All seven respondents provided additional 
comments on what they felt should be focus areas 
for sidewalk connections in the Village of Mineral 
Point. These areas include, but are not limited to: 

o Main Street 
o State Street 
o Commercial Street 
o Sixth Street  
o Fifth Street 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mineral Point Active Transportation Plan | 13  
 

Section 4: Recommendations 
Mineral Point’s stakeholder group has carefully considered a variety of projects and community improvements 
to better serve the visitors and citizens of Mineral Point. A list of possible projects was identified for sidewalks 
and crosswalks, then prioritized by stakeholders at the final meeting to address the greatest areas of need. 
Special consideration was given to areas where safety was a concern for pedestrians, especially those of the 
school-aged and elderly populations. Examples of major areas of concern include daily travel along and across 
Main Street, as well as pedestrian traffic to the Washington County Head Start, city hall and Mineral Point 
Market on the east side of town.  
 
It is also important to clarify that all potential projects identified in this plan require more detailed planning 
and design before anything can be finalized and constructed because each route and crosswalk is conceptual 
only. With regards to sidewalks, the governing jurisdictions should work with the public to develop the final 
design and location. Finally, land or right-of-way acquisition might be required for the village to construct the 
proposed improvements. The remainder of this section provides an overview of trail, sidewalk and crosswalk 
priorities with suggestions for potential improvements as follows:  
 
A. Proposed Trail Development 

              Priority 1 – Mineral Point to Potosi Rail Trail 
B. Proposed Crosswalks 

Priority 1 – Main Street and Sixth Street 
Priority 2 – State Street and Sixth Street 
Priority 3 – Commercial Street and Sixth Street 
Priority 4 – Sixth Street Rail Crossing 
Priority 5 – Main Street and Fifth Street 
 

C. Proposed Sidewalks 
Priority 1 – Main Street (North) 
Priority 2 – Sixth Street 
Priority 3 – Commercial Street 
Priority 4 – Main Street (South) 
Priority 5 – State Street 
Priority 6 – Fifth Street 
Priority 7 – Third Street 
Priority 8 – 11th Street 

  
 

Mineral Point’s active transportation plan 
includes a proposed crosswalk across Main 
Street at Fifth Street (above). 
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Proposed Trail Development 

Mineral Point’s community stakeholders discussed and prioritized one proposed trail connection that 
emphasizes a need for safe recreational opportunities and access to essential services outside of Mineral 
Point.  Detailed below, the Mineral Point to Potosi Rail Trail offers an additional 14,700 feet (2.78 miles) of trail 
dedicated to active transportation users.  Stakeholders noted that no trails for active transportation users 
currently exist in Mineral Point, leaving few safe options for those seeking to exercise by walking or running.  

Rail trails are multi-modal paths created using railroad corridors that are repurposed for recreational activities 
such as walking, biking and in cases horseback riding. These trails often offer scenic routes that are free from 
motor vehicle traffic. Supported by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) through programs like the 
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) and Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP), rail trails preserve historical 
transportation corridors while promoting non-motorized mobility. Their already flat and graded surfaces make 
them accessible to a wide range of users, often without major overhauls needed. 

Rail trails contribute to public health by encouraging physical activity, providing safe transportation 
alternatives for commuters and can stimulate local economies by attracting tourism and increased foot traffic 
to nearby businesses and destinations. Rail trails often serve as vital green infrastructure that connects parks, 
schools and neighborhoods while preserving open space and natural habitats. FHWA emphasizes the role of 
rail trails in supporting equitable access to transportation and recreation, especially in underserved or rural 
areas that may lack such infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multiple rail trails have been developed in Missouri, including the Katy Trail (above, left) and the Rock Island trail (above, right). 
Standardized and proven construction methods are available for future rail trail development, including designs from Missouri State 
Parks (below) used for the Katy and Rock Island Trails. 
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When developing rail trails, communities must consider several factors to ensure their success and 
sustainability. These include securing right-of-way access, addressing liability, maintenance responsibilities 
and engaging with adjacent property owners throughout the planning process. Design considerations also play 
a critical role such as ensuring Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance, incorporating safety features 
at intersections and integrating the trail into existing transportation networks. FHWA encourages the use of 
best practices and public involvement to create trails that reflect the needs and values of the community while 
maximizing long-term benefits. 

Map of Proposed Rail Trail 

 
Priority 1: Mineral Point to Potosi Rail Trail – This proposed rail trail would connect to the proposed Main 
Street sidewalk connection from the south and create a complete route for active transportation users to 
Potosi. The proposed trail is approximately 14,700 feet in length and would connect to sidewalk priorities 
identified by Potosi. Stakeholders noted many essential services are not available in Mineral Point, including 
health care and essential shopping. The development of the rail trail would provide an alternative option to 
access these services and would be especially critical for residents without access to a vehicle. Mineral Point 
residents without vehicles are currently rely on friends, family or public transportation services to attend 
appointments and run errands in Potosi. 

Map 4.2 
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The trail site features little elevation change and scenic Ozark views highlighting the corridor’s woodland 
spaces. With the proposed sidewalk development along Main Street, safe access Potosi could be achieved in 
an hours walk or a 15 minute bike ride. Near the proposed trailhead in Potosi, residents would have close 
access to restaurants, shopping, healthcare and employment opportunities. 

In addition to active transportation users, stakeholders discussed the opportunity to develop this trail as ADA 
accessible for easy use by community members and visitors with disabilities. During the planning process, 
potential materials used for trail development should be assessed for weather conditions and expected uses, 
as it is important for the surface to remain firm and stable. Additional considerations for ADA trail 
development include ground slope, trail geometry and accessible parking or amenities. 

 
 

As shown in the picture above, current trail conditions are heavily overgrown at both trail endpoints. During 
stakeholder discussions, residents and leadership stated they believed conditions were similar throughout 
corridor, although public access points are not currently available in between Potosi and Mineral Point. It is 
known that people currently use the rail-bed as a hiking short-cut between Potosi and Mineral Point, although 
access is unauthorized and, in places, private property. Residents stated if the rail trail was developed it could 
be surveiled and patrolled to deter unlawful activities. 

It was also discussed by stakeholders that the proposed trail would run directly north of the Potosi 
Correctional Center, located outside of Mineral Point’s City Limits. City leadership pointed out that past 
agreements with the correctional center would have restricted trail development, however those agreements 
have expired and the corridor is currently un-restricted if developments were perused.  

Local leadership also pointed out that the middle third of the trail corridor is bordered to the north and south 
by the Washington County Industrial Development Authority (IDA) development property. While there are no 
current plans for specific development, trail access from Potosi and Mineral Point could provide an additional 
incentive to attract businesses.  Prospective employers could value a trail connector for employees, to 
promote healthier commuting options and enhance worker satisfaction. Incentivizing active transportation 
commuters can also lower demands for parking and decrease a company’s carbon footprint.  
 
 

Examples of the potential Mineral Point to Potosi Rail Trail site’s current condition, looking west at the Mineral Point access on 
Main Street (left) and east from at corridors access on State Highway 21 in Potosi (right). 
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Proposed Crosswalk Development 
Crosswalks in the village of Mineral Point are some of the most important improvements needed for sidewalks 
and trails, to ensure pedestrians and cyclists can move safely across town. During the planning process, the 
stakeholder group discussed four different crosswalk locations throughout Mineral Point and the immediate 
area.  All of these locations reflects the community's need for safe and convenient routes for pedestrians to 
cross Sixth Street, Main Street and State Street along the prioritized sidewalks. Mineral Point’s stakeholders 
cited several concerns regarding the present danger of pedestrian crossings throughout the network.  
Specifically, vehicles including larger trucks often maintain higher speeds when entering Mineral Point from 
the county. Where applicable, it is recommended to include a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) 
pedestrian crosswalk system on proposed locations without existing stop signs for through traffic. This 
improvement would require pedestrians and cyclists to use a button that would trigger flashing lights to alert 
and stop oncoming traffic. However, it is also recommended that warning lights, rumble strips and signs be 
placed at a distance far enough in advance to warn vehicles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crosswalk education is another important issue that should be considered as a part of construction. 
Pedestrians and motorists can both benefit from education opportunities to teach people how to safely utilize 
these enhancements. The links listed below are all related to pedestrian safety training opportunities in 
Missouri, including crosswalk safety: 

https://mobikefed.org/sites/default/files/moactivesummit2022/SGF%20Yields%20MO%20A%20T%20Summit.pdf 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/pedestrian-safety 

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/3519/Pedestrian-Safety---SGF-Yields 

https://www.savemolives.com/mcrs/pedestrian-safety-campaign 

 

 

RRFB example from TAPCO RRFB – FHWA crosswalks 
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Map of Proposed Crosswalks 

   

Map 4.3 
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Intersections/Crosswalks (Rank 1 through 5) in Priority Order: 

Priority 1: Main Street and Sixth Street – The top priority, this intersection is an essential crossroads to 
Mineral Point’s active transportation network. Looking to the future this crossing safely connects the 
proposed sidewalk developments along the west side of Main Street with the primary east/west route on the 
south side of Sixth Street. Despite there being no existing sidewalks leading to this crosswalk, it is a frequent 
crossing point for active transportation users traveling to the Mineral Point Market, Washington County Head 
Start and post office located within a block. The future city park property is located directly southwest of the 
intersection, adding future importance and increased use upon development. To connect proposed sidewalks 
and provide complete protection for users, crosswalks are recommended on the west and south sides of the 
intersection, crossing both streets. Due to continuous through traffic on Main Street an RRFB pedestrian 
crosswalk is recommended to alert drivers of the presence of pedestrians. 

 

 

Priority 2: State Street and Sixth Street – This crossing would provide essential safe routes across State Street 
and Sixth Street, connecting the proposed sidewalk priority on State Street to the Washington County Head 
Start located direcly west of the intersection. Additionally, a dedicated crosswalk across Sixth Street would 
allow pedestrians to continue along the State Street priority route without a lapse in protection. Stakeholders 
noted this inersection will be especially important if the city park is developed and would allow safe access 
to/from the Washington County Head Start and Mineral Point Market. With the prospect of a city park, 
stakeholders hope for opportunities for the childeren attending Head Start to regulary use it for recreation 
and outdoor education opportunities. According to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), crosswalks 
near schools are essential for providing designated and visible paths that help children cross streets safely. 
This crosswalk would also help alert drivers to the presence of young pedestrians, promoting reduced vehicle 
speeds and increased driver awareness. Due to the continuous traffic on Sixth Street an RRFB pedestrian 
crosswalk is recommended to alert vehicles traveling from the east. Additional signage should also be 
considered to warn vehicles entering Mineral Point from the north on State Street of upcoming crosswalks and 
the presence of active transportation users. (Pictures on next page) 
 

 An aerial view of the proposed crosswalks at Main Street and Sixth Street (left) and the same location photographed from the south 
on Main Street looking north (right). 
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Priority 3: Commercial Street and Sixth Street – This crossing would provide another safe route across Sixth 
Street to connect the active transportation network and proposed sidewalks on Commercial Street with the 
residential neighborhood to the south. Additionally, a crosswalk across Commercial Street would allow active 
transportation users to continue along the Sixth Street priority route with uninterrupted protection. 
Stakeholders noted this intersection is also potentially dangerous for active transportation users as vehicles 
that enter town from the eastern Pond Creek Road often travel at higher speeds. Due to the through traffic on 
Sixth Street an RRFB pedestrian crosswalk is recommended for this location. Additional signage may be 
needed to warn vehicles entering Mineral Point of upcoming crosswalks on Sixth Street and the presence of 
active transportation users. 

 
 
 

An aerial view of the proposed crosswalks at State Street and Sixth Street (left) and the same location photographed from the 
Washington County Head Start looking northeast (right). 

Proposed crosswalk locations crossing Commercial Street and Sixth Street taken from above (left) and the Sixth Street location 
looking south (right). 
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Priority 4: Sixth Street Railroad Crossing – This crossing would provide a safe route across the Union Pacific 
Railroad (UP) to connect the residential neighborhoods to the east with the destinations and active 
transportation network in Mineral Point. Stakeholders noted that a crosswalk is needed as no dedicated route 
for pedestrians exists and is currently crossed in the roadway by pedestrians.  It is also noted that stakeholders 
identified a need for ADA compatibility to accommodate all users. This rail crossing would be in the vicinity of 
the proposed rail development site, currently being pursued by local leadership. If coordinated, the proposed 
crossing and development could be planned in tandem to provide additional safety for active transportation 
users in the area. The railroad and easement are owned and operated by UP and any future developments 
would require cooperation between entities. 

 
 

Priority 5: Main Street and Fifth Street – These 
crossings would provide another safe route across 
Main Street, connecting its proposed sidewalk priority 
on the west side with the post office to the east. 
Additionally, the crosswalk across Fifth Street would 
provide continued protection for pedestrians using the 
Main Street priority route. Traffic on Main Street 
enters Mineral point via Highway O to the south, often 
at continued high speeds. Due to this continuous traffic 
on Main Street an RRFB pedestrian crosswalk is 
recommended for this location. Additional signage may 
be needed to warn vehicles entering Mineral Point of 
upcoming crosswalks on Main Street and the presence 
of active transportation users.  

Existing conditions of the proposed railroad crosswalk location on Sixth Street (left) and a separated pedestrian railroad crossing 
with hinged pedestrian gate captured by the Federal Highway Administration (right). 

Proposed crosswalk locations crossing Main Street and Fifth 
Street in Mineral Point. 
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Proposed Sidewalk Development 
 
The last group of prioritized projects focuses on the development and prioritization of new sidewalk locations 
in Mineral Point. The stakeholder group discussed eight locations throughout the village. All proposed 
sidewalks improve connectivity throughout the community by providing access to local government, 
education, shopping, residential areas and future developments.  

Sidewalk development in rural communities plays a crucial role in promoting accessibility, health and overall 
quality of life for residents and visitors. Sidewalks provide a dedicated space for pedestrians, which can 
significantly reduce the risk of pedestrian-related crashes that are common in rural settings. The Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) emphasizes that in areas where active transportation users share space with 
vehicles, dedicated pedestrian facilities are an important safety investment.  

Sidewalks are most effective when they connect users to schools, community centers, businesses and other 
essential destinations. FHWA guidance recommends providing sidewalks in rural areas at points of pedestrian 
concentration. From a safety perspective, developing sidewalks in rural areas involves assessing risk factors 
and ensuring that proper mitigations are in place. Rural roads typically feature higher vehicle speeds, fewer 
separation buffers, limited lighting and longer response times for emergency services. These factors increase 
the vulnerability of pedestrians. 

 

 

When pursuing sidewalk development, Mineral Point must consider variable costs including engineering, right-
of-way access, grading, materials and construction. Map 4.4 (next page) depicts each of Mineral Point’s 
sidewalk routes, listed in priority order. 

 

Mineral Point could increase community safety and health with the development of rural sidewalks like the example above, provided 
by the Small Town and Rural Design Guide: Facilities for Walking and Biking. 



Mineral Point Active Transportation Plan | 24  
 

Map of Proposed Sidewalks 

 
 

Map 4.4 
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Sidewalks (Rank 1 through 7): 

Priority 1: Main Street north (west side) – Runs 
north/south from Sixth Street to 11th Street. This 
section is approximately 1,800 ft. in length. This 
priority connection currently has no existing sidewalks 
and is a common route for active transportation 
users, especially residents of northern Mineral Point 
traveling to and from the areas of interest to the 
south. Additionally, in combination with the 11th 
Street, Commercial Street and Sixth Street priorities, 
this route would complete a residential sidewalk loop 
about 4,300 feet in length. Stakeholders noted this 
residential loop currently has low traffic volumes and 
would a pelasant walking destination for local 
families. An eight-foot-wide sidewalk is recommended 
for this residential priority. 
 
 
Priority 2: Sixth Street (south side) – runs east/west, connecting State Street to the west with Water Street 
and Mineral Point's most eastern residents across the railroad tracks. This approximately 970 ft. section of 
sidewalk would be the primary and longest east/west active transportation route in Mineral Point, 
intersection with three additional priorities. Stakeholders noted that pedestrians often walk beside this 
roadway with no dedicated safe routes available, often to reach the Mineral Point Market and Washington 
County Head Start on the western end. The Sixth Street priority also includes four of the five proposed 
crosswalk locations, a reflection of vehicular traffic only stopping at the Main Street intersection. A sidewalk 
on the south side of Sixth Street would also serve as the northern section of the city park sidewalk loop and a 
ten-foot-wide sidewalk is recommended for multimodal use. 
 

Main Street existing conditions looking north from Sixth 
Street. 

Sixth Street looking south from Main Street (left) and the Mineral Point Market, a popular destination for local residents and 
visitors (right). 
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Priority 3: Runs north/south from Sixth Street to 11th 
Street and is approximately 1,800 ft. in length. This 
prioritized section would connect proposed sidewalks 
along Sixth Street to 11th Street, connecting the 
residents along the way to Mineral Point's active 
transportation network. It is noted that the 
stakeholder group visualized the completion of the 
Commercial Street priority, along with 11th Street and 
Main Street, would create a loop that encircles 
Mineral Point's northern neighborhoods and creates a 
choice for easy access to the greater active 
transportation network. Stakeholders noted many of 
the properties along Commercial Street have existing 
personal sidewalks that used to connect existing 
sidewalks to their homes. Redeveloping these 
sidewalks could spur neighborhood beautification and 
placemaking along the historic street. An eight-foot-wide 
sidewalk is recommended for this neighborhood connection. 
 
 
Priority 4: Main Street south (west side) – Runs north/south from the proposed trail development to Sixth 
Street. This section is approximately 1,100 ft. in length. This street currently has no existing sidewalks and will 
be a central route for active transportation users, with the proposed park development, post office and 
community church located directly along the priority route. Main Street also directly connects three additional 
east/west routes allowing active transportation users to easily access the entirety of Mineral Point's 
destinations and neighborhoods. Sidewalks on the priority’s northern block, between Fifth and Sixth Streets, 
would also provide the eastern quarter of the city park sidewalk loop identified by stakeholders. A 10-foot-
wide sidewalk is recommended for multimodal use. 

 

Commercial Street looking north from Sixth Street. 

Main Street looking south from Fifth Street (left) and the Mineral Point Post office (right), located on the northern end of the 
priority route. 
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Priority 5: State Street (east side) – runs north/south from Third Street to Mineral Point City Hall and is 
approximately 1,500 ft. in length. A sidewalk along State Street would provide another connection from the 
residential neighborhoods to the south to Mineral Point Head Start, proposed city park, proposed community 
center, Mineral Point Market and city hall toward its northern end. Stakeholders noted this priority also 
includes a quarter of the city park loop and would be a safe route for residents travelling to city hall for 
meetings or business. To the north, State Street turns into Mineral Point Road and is often traveled by vehicles 
at higher speeds highlighting the need for a safe, dedicated space for active transportation users along the 
corridor. A 10-foot-wide sidewalk is recommended for multimodal use. 

 
Priority 6: Fifth Street (north side) – runs east/west 
from State Street to Main Street and is 
approximately 360 feet in length. This sidewalk 
priority along Fifth Street would provide another 
needed active transportation connection between 
Main Street and State Street, two primary 
north/south routes, with direct access to most of 
the network and village. It was noted by 
stakeholders that this priority route would 
primarily provide the southern quarter of the city 
park sidewalk loop and would feature the 
proposed city park and community center on 
either side.  A 10-foot-wide sidewalk is 
recommended for multimodal use. 

 

 

State Street looking south from Mineral Point City Hall (left) and the proposed city park property located along the priority route (right). 

State Route 21 looking south from Buxton Street. 

Fifth Street looking west from Main Street. 
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Priority 7: Third Street (north side) – Runs east/west from State Street to Main Street and is approximately 
360 feet in length. This sidewalk along Third Street would provide an additional pedestrian connection 
between residents on State Street to access Main Street and the rest of Mineral Point's active transportation 
network. Additionally, stakeholders noted the community church is located on the eastern end of this priority 
route and would provide a dedicated pedestrian route to residents visiting for services. An eight-foot-wide 
sidewalk is recommended for this neighborhood connection. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Third Street looking west from State Street (left) and the community church located along the priority route (right). 
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Section 5: Implementation 
Project Implementation Strategies 
The Active Transportation Plan focuses primarily on larger infrastructure improvements that will require 
engineering, concrete and other materials. Planning for projects to be incorporated during routine 
maintenance will give Mineral Point the opportunity to implement projects at a faster rate than waiting on 
grant funding. Recommendations regarding implementing Mineral Point’s proposed projects include: 
 

• Coordination with street striping schedules during routine maintenance. While this plan does not 
address bike lane striping, other striping projects could include crosswalk locations as prioritized on 
Map 4.3.  
 

• Coordination with planned resurfacing. While street resurfacing is less frequent than restriping, all 
streets require regular maintenance and repair. It is likely that most streets in Mineral Point will 
require resurfacing over the course of implementation of the Active Transportation Plan. These 
resurfacing projects can be aligned with recommended pedestrian improvements to minimize 
additional costs, especially those projects outlined on Map 4.4 as priority sidewalks.  
 

• Coordination with private partners. This is another strategy for project implementation where new and 
redevelopment projects are often responsible for infrastructure improvements adjacent to their 
development. This could include new or upgraded sidewalks and trails. Currently, Mineral Point does 
not codify this requirement for development; however, it is an opportunity to identify future code 
amendments. As walking and biking projects are implemented over the course of several years, this 
creates an opportunity to coordinate private development site improvements with plan 
recommendations. 

 
It is also recommended that prioritized projects listed in this 
plan be incorporated into existing plans and programs that 
include active transportation infrastructure such as: 
 
 

• MRPC’s Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy (CEDS)  

• MRPC’s Regional Transportation Plan 
• Washington County’s list of High Priority Unfunded 

Transportation/Multimodal Needs on the state system 
• Future Comprehensive or Strategic Planning 
• Ordinance adoption and updates 
• Future Capital Improvement Plans 
• Other Mineral Point Community Plans  
• Washington County School District Plans 
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Project Funding Opportunities 
Mineral Point has demonstrated success in fundraising as a Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) grant recipient for the overhaul of Mineral Point’s sewer infrastructure in 
2024 and should continue applying for grant funds in the future. In addition to RTP and TAP grants several 
other funding opportunities exist through state and federal programs. A complete list of pedestrian and 
bicycle funding opportunities can be found in Appendix B of this report and at the following link: 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/funding/funding_opportunities.pdf 
 
The table was compiled by the Federal Highway Administration and is up to date as of October 17, 2025. Links 
to each grant program are provided in the table. The list of funding opportunities identified below has 
additional potential to assist with the projects listed in this report. 
 

• Missouri State Parks Recreational Trail Program (RTP) - This grant is useful for trails or alternative 
transportation, as well as trailhead construction or other recreational activities. It requires an 80/20 
match that goes up to $250,000 (whereas TAP has a maximum of $500,000). 
 

• Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) - This fund can be used for trail construction or park 
amenities in municipal parks. This grant requires a 50/50 match with a $500,000 maximum request. 
 

• Missouri Department of Conservation Land Conservation Partnership Grant Outdoor Recreation 
Infrastructure Program - This grant can be used for enhancing public access and citizen engagement in 
conservation-related outdoor recreation through the development of outdoor recreation 
infrastructure. It could be useful for developing the trail, trail amenities such as benches, and native 
habitat development. This grant requires a 50/50 match and there is not a set award dollar limit at this 
time. 
 

• PeopleForBikes - The PeopleForBikes Community Grant Program supports bicycle infrastructure 
projects and targeted advocacy initiatives that make it easier and safer for people of all ages and 
abilities to ride.  
 

• Rails to Trails Conservancy - This program offers a trail building tool to assist communities with a 
variety of trail building topics including the basics of trail buildings, organizing/building community 
interest, funding, and maintenance. The toolkit is available here: railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-
building-toolbox/. They also offer grant funds. 
 

Where do we go from here? 
The recommendations in this Active Transportation Plan, in total, could take anywhere from one year to 
decades to complete. Implementation is entirely dependent upon political will, funding and other factors. 
However, some of the recommendations could come to fruition faster than others if the village developed a 
codified Complete Streets policy. This policy encourages walking, bicycling, and other non-motorized forms of 
transit to be considered during the design, construction and maintenance process for public transportation 
projects. 
 
Additionally, sidewalk and trail infrastructure improvements will continue to be at the forefront of local 
planning efforts so long as the planning stakeholders continue to meet and prioritize projects. It is 
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recommended that the group meet annually, as appropriate, to monitor progress and update the Active 
Transportation Plan. Mineral Point officials will be responsible for initiating plan reviews and inviting local 
stakeholders, as well as a representative from the Meramec Regional Planning Commission. The group should 
also monitor changes in local priorities based on future development within Mineral Point. 
 
As Mineral Point works to attract residents and visitors through local business, recreation and community 
events, the need for safe active transportation routes becomes more important.  Visitors will need to be able 
to navigate the village and easily walk and bike to destinations within.  It would be of great benefit to invest in 
wayfinding signage and maps to provide the public with clear, safe routes throughout.  Additionally, public 
amenities such as restrooms, benches and water stations will benefit Mineral Point residents and visitors 
while promoting itself as a pedestrian friendly destination. As opportunities become available Mineral Point 
should prioritize further developing safe routes connecting the village and reevaluate priorities on a regular 
basis to better serve the community. 
 

 

Ongoing

•Neighborhood sidewalk connectors, with possible crosswalks and/or on-street bicycle lanes, should 
be considered (or other improvements) alongside resurfacing and restriping schedule.  The 
recreational trail and safe routes connecting pedestrians should be promoted through social media, 
including easily read maps with destinations and ammeneties.

Short- Term 
(0-5 Years)

•Sidewalk and trail improvements that can be constructed with the assistance of TAP and RTP grant 
funds should be pursued for this time period. These include the completion of prioritezed sidewalk 
connections, crosswalks and other projects which would greatly improve the pedestrian safety 
along major corridors 

Mid-Term  (6-
10 Years)

•Sidewalks connecting Areas of Interest as shown within this plan should be implemented within 6-
10 years in order to maintain connectivity throughout the Mineral Point.  Prioritized routes should 
be reassessed regularly to best serve visitors and the local community.

Long-Term 
(10+ Years)

•Larger projects (i.e. rail trail, northern and southern Main Street priorites, etc.) should continue to 
be planned for but are likely long-term projects due to the amount of easements/right-of-way 
acquisition and construction costs.
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Appendix A: Community  
Survey Responses 
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Appendix B: Pedestrian 
Funding Opportunities  
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Appendix C: Livable/Complete 
Streets Information 
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