Meramec Region Transportation Advisory Committee

The Meramec Region Transportation Advisory Committee met at 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 10, 2025 at the Meramec Regional Planning Commission, 4 Industrial Drive, St. James, MO. Please plan to attend this meeting. 

Zoom Meeting Link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89347060417?pwd=HxRaJu7eLibu0Vl1o8CooPS43CUZ6o.1  

By Phone: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID: 893 4706 0417
Passcode: 615884

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Jared Boast, Danny Brown, A.J. Seay, Gary Larson, Vic Randy Blaske (Zoom), Kevin McFadden (Zoom), Vic Stratman, Steve Vogt, Patrick Kleffner, Ray Schwartze, Dale Logan, Darryl Griffin, Larry Kliethermes, Sherry Stites, Dale Martin, Sean Wilson, Anita Ivey (Zoom), Dawn Bell (Zoom)

GUESTS: Preston Kramer - MoDOT, Joanie Prenger - MoDOT (Zoom), Michael Burbank – OATS (Zoom)

STAFF: Anne Freand, Bonnie Prigge, Caitlin Jones


MEETING MINUTES

Call to Order & Welcome:  Sean Wilson, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

Approval of February 13, 2024 TAC Minutes: Larry Kliethermes motioned to approve the February minutes as presented; Sherry Stites seconded. Minutes were approved.

Forward 44 Study Update: Preston Kramer, MoDOT, will provide an overview of findings from the Forward 44 Study completed for the section of I-44 from Gray Summit to the MO/OK State Line. He noted that remaining funds from the allocated $20 million are being used to complete environmental clearances for projects along I-44 that were funded as a part of the Governor’s $577 million to the STIP last year. Preston also discussed that the route has been divided up into smaller projects based on their impacts to safety, congestion, freight, resiliency, etc. Final information will be available later in 2025.

Active Transportation Planning Grant Update: Anne Freand reviewed current Active Transportation Planning activities in the region. Planning staff is current working on a second round of plans for the city of Salem, as well as new plans with the cities of Cuba, Steelville and Mineral Point. Orin Pogue is working on establishing committees in each of the locations and setting up first meetings. The plans will be completed by the end of September 2025. MRPC hopes to apply for additional plans later this year to include Leasburg, Irondale and a second round for the city of Potosi. Anne noted that the funding is geographically restricted, and she hopes future funding in other counties will become available.

Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Grant Update: Anne Freand reviewed current activities and ask committee members for advisory committee suggestions from each of their communities (ex: first responders, public works/streets officials, etc.). A sheet was passed around for members to add names and contact information. Anne also reviewed crash statistics and noted MRPC was completing their plan without including crashes along I-44 since MoDOT has worked on the Forward 44 study. Sherry Stites asked if things like helipads would be eligible for implementation funds and Anne noted that any implementation applications would have to be submitted after the action plan was completed. Items should be identified in the plan to ensure they are eligible for future funding.

Road Safety Audit (RSA): Anne Freand discussed the annual Road Safety Audit with the committee and provided some crash heat maps for Osage, Maries, Crawford and Dent counties. The committee discussed crashes in the counties and staff noted the final location would be chosen after consulting with MoDOT.

Legislative Update: Bonnie Prigge gave an update on transportation related activities going on in Jefferson City this legislative session. She discussed HB572 and other bills that would create a federal road fund that the legislature would deal with through appropriations instead of through MoDOT and the Transportation Committee. Ray Schwartze spoke about his work at the state level, and he complemented MoDOT on their work during the snow and ice storms. 

Show Me Zero/Arrive Alive Fatality Update: Bonnie Prigge noted that as of the date of the meeting there were 12 fatalities in the Meramec Region. 

MoDOT Updates and Staff Reports (As time allows): Bonnie Prigge mentioned MoDOT surveys to the committee and asked them to complete the survey that Anne sent earlier in the week. Preston Kramer provided construction updates and noted that Standing Rock Bridge is 75% complete. Concrete paving and repair has begun on Highway 50 and the I-44 fixes will begin on Sunday. One mile of road will be shut down to one lane and will be open on the weekends. He also noted that the city of Belle’s main street through town (Alvarado) was looked at and the pavement is even across all layers, which means the slope of the roadway is a topographical issue and not a MoDOT issue. In order to fix the roadway, it would have to be a complete rebuild.

Member Reports (As time allows): Time did not allow for additional input.
 
Next TAC Meeting: June 12, 2025

Adjournment: Larry Kliethermes motioned to adjourn; Steve Vogt seconded. Meeting adjourned at 5:56 p.m. 
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