Gasconade Valley Enterprise Zone
encompassing portions of Gasconade, Maries and Osage counties of Missouri


 Gasconade Valley Enterprise Zone Board Meeting Minutes

Jan. 23, 2025
The Gasconade Valley Enterprise Zone met 2 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 23, 2025, at the First State Community Bank meeting room in Owensville.
Meeting was called to order by President Larry Kliethermes at 2 p.m.
Members present: Vic Stratman, Randy Blaske, Darryl Griffin, Larry Kliethermes, Cory Orr, Tim Schulte, Ray Schwartze
Members absent: John Deeken, Gene Gillispie
Staff: Bonnie Prigge of MRPC. 
Elections of Officers: No nominating committee was formed. President, vice president and secretary have each served one term; treasurer position is vacant due to Jerry Lairmore leaving the board. Nominations were taken from the floor. Ray Schwartze made a motion to nominate Tim Schulte as treasurer and leave all officers the same. Vic Stratman seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
The officers for 2025 are: 
President Larry Kliethermes (second term.)

Vice President: Randy Blaske (second term.)

Secretary: Vic Stratman (second term.)

Treasurer: Tim Schulte (first term)

Minutes: Minutes of the Nov. 19, 2024, board meeting were reviewed. Vic Stratman made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Ray Schwartze seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Financials: Ray Schwartze made a motion to approve the financials as of Dec. 31, 2024, as presented. Randy Blaske seconded. Motion approved. 
Administrative Report: Bonnie Prigge shared that the 2025 budget had been approved at the November meeting. She also shared the meeting schedule for 2025, which was also presented at the November meeting. Bonnie shared that Vichy Solar had a grant program for non-profits serving Maries County and GVEZ would be qualified to apply. She also shared that the annual fundraising drive would be carried out as usual in the March-April timeframe. The three counties have contracts with GVEZ for economic development services, and annual Memorandums of Understanding need updated. Vic Stratman made a motion to approve MOUs for Gasconade, Maries and Osage counties. Tim Schulte seconded the motion. Motion passed.
EEZ update: The group discussed possible projects. Quaker Window is finishing up its project and finalizing hiring. A public hearing will be required, once hiring is finalized and the abatement is certified. An existing company is looking to expand in Hermann and looking at options. Nothing new on the primer manufacturing company that was considering Owensville.
Certified Work Ready County report: GVEZ was funded for Work Keys testing in all three counties. Bonnie shared a Work Keys testing schedule for six of the schools in the three-county area. Because grant funds were provided at requested level, proctors from East Central College will be proctoring the tests with the grant paying for proctors. 
Missouri Location 1: Board members discussed possible buildings and sites that need added to Missouri Location 1. Sansone Group has Dollar Tree/Family Dollar buildings in Belle and Vienna for lease. Possible buildings include former Vienna Marine, owned by Kerry Rowden; Reese building in Vienna; Market Restaurant is for rent in Vienna; former Graf Printing building and Harbor Haus Hotel in Hermann for sale. Dana Poe is real estate contact on both. Former bank building in Maries County—Scott Perkins is contact. Bob Wilbers’ real estate office in Osage County is for sale also.
Community/Economic Development Update/ Board Member Reports: 
Each person provided an update on projects or issues within their respective communities.
Next Meetings—The next meeting was changed to April 17 in Vienna. Tentative location is Maries County Bank.
Meeting adjourned about 3 p.m. Motion to adjourn by Vic Straman, seconded by Ray Schwartze. Motion passed 
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