Meramec Regional Planning Commission
Minutes

June 8, 2023
Call to Order

Chairman Mary Heywood called the June 8, 2023, meeting of the Meramec Regional Planning Commission to order at 7:35 p.m.  The meeting was conducted via Zoom and in-person.
Welcome
Chairman Heywood welcomed everyone to the meeting. Board members participating by Zoom or conference call were Laurel Boisonault, Patti Chisum, Rich Eisterhold and Patricia Heaney and Bob Parsons. Board members participating in person were Steve Black, Erik Lowes, Gary Larson, Tim Schulte, Duane Kraettli, Vic Stratman, Steve Vogt, Darryl Griffin, Tom Coots, Jim Fleming, Sean Wilson., T.R. Dudley, Shane Anselm, John Casey and Mary Heywood. MRPC staff attending in person were Bonnie Prigge, Caitlin Jones, Samantha Sherman, Kelly Sink and Linda Carroll. MRPC staff participating via Zoom were Donald Keeney and Anne Freand. Payton Ruddy with Rep. Mark Alford’s office participated via Zoom. Guests participating in person were Rep. Don Mayhew, Grant Wilson with Rep. Jason Smith’s office, Keri Stuart with Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer’s office, Rep. Bill Hardwick and Tai Kimes.
Award Presentation
Chairman Heywood presented outgoing MRPC Chairman Steve Vogt a plaque honoring him for his service as chairman for the past two years. A plaque was also presented to Jim Fleming who has been representing the mayor of St. James. Jim had been chairing the Operations Committee and is retiring from the city of St. James.
Consent Agenda

The following consent agenda items were presented for approval:

a. Minutes –May 11, 2023

b.
Local Review

1.   Phelps County Regional Medical Center, Rolla, MO

  93.912 – Rural Health Care Services Outreach, Rural Health Network 

 Development and Small Health Care Provider Quality Improvement



Community Oncology Network for Nurturing Early Cancer Testing 


(CONNECT)

       Federal: $300,000

Total: $300,000

c. State Review

1.  State Environmental Improvement and Energy Resource Authority, Jefferson 
City, MO
 66.920 – Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling Infrastructure Grants
The EIERA will lead the effort to update the Missouri Solid Waste Management Plan to include a Statewide Market Development Plan and Sustainable Organic Materials Management Plan
  Federal: $572,065

  Total: $572,065
2. 
Missouri Department of Agriculture Jefferson City, MO


10.025 – Plant and Animal Disease, Pest Control and Animal Care
Purpose of agreement is to provide federal financial assistance to conduct activities providing specific information to the recipient, APHIS and interested parties for the MO 2023 Karnal Bunt Survey
  
Federal: $3,000

Total: $3,000
3.  Missouri State Highway Patrol, Jefferson City, MO


16.554 – National Criminal History Improvement Program (NCHIP)


Missouri State Highway Patrol Criminal Records Improvement Projects in 
Support of the FY2023 NCHIP Program


Federal: $221,215.56


Total: $221,215.56

4.
Missouri Department of Agriculture, Jefferson City, MO


66.605 – Performance Partnership Grants


Missouri Pesticide Program Performance Partnership Grant (PPG)


Federal: $2,556,264


State: $627,555


Total: $3,183,819

5.
Council for Drug Free Youth, Jefferson City, MO


93.243 – Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Projects of Regional and 
National Significance


SPF-PFS – Communities/Tribes in Cole, Callaway, Moniteau, Miller, Osage 
and Camden counties


Federal: $1,875,000


Total: $1,875,000



The Office of Administration issues the Missouri Federal Assistance Clearinghouse 


grant reviews weekly. Staff is sharing reports in between meetings with board members. If you have questions about grants listed, you can call MRPC staff, or the Office of Administration as listed on the reports.

d.  Contracts 

• Central District Coalition for Roadway Safety/MODOT

Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to 
submit an application to the Central District Coalition for Roadway 
Safety/MODOT for activities that discourage distracted/impaired driving, which 
includes outreach and education at community/school events and meetings, 
Project Graduation/Docudrama mini-grants, Buckle Buddy presentations, etc. 
and to sign all documents associated with this contract, should it be awarded.

• MODOT Highway Safety

Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to 
submit an application to the MODOT Highway Safety and Traffic FY24 Grant 
program for docudrama planning for high schools and to sign all documents 
associated with this contract, should it be awarded.
• MODOT Highway Safety

Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to 
submit an application to the MODOT Highway Safety and Traffic FY24 Grant 
program for docudrama planning for high schools and to sign all documents 
associated with this contract, should it be awarded.
• Gasconade Valley Enterprise Zone (GVEZ)

Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman/executive director to sign a 
contract amendment with GVEZ to continue providing administration and fiscal 
services July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2024.
• City of Meta Floodplain

Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to 
approve and sign a City of Meta Floodplain technical assistance contract for the 
period July 1, 2023, to June 30, 2024, and for MRPC’s chairman and/or 
executive director to sign any necessary documents.
• Gasconade County IDA

Permission is requested for approval of a contract with the Gasconade County 
IDA for technical assistance for the period July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2024, 
and for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to sign all necessary 
documents.
• MRPC/MCEC Lease Agreement

Approval is requested from the Meramec Regional Planning Commission board 
to extend the lease rate and the term of lease of a cargo trailer from the Meramec 
Community Enhancement Corporation for an additional year. All other covenants 
contained in the original lease, dated Sept. 14, 2010, remain in full force.
John Casey made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the noted additions; Vic Stratman seconded. The motion carried. 
Interactive Discussion on Opioid Settlement Funds:
Bonnie Prigge shared information on how the opioid settlement funds can be used and reporting requirements. She mentioned that some of the manufacturers had different rates for the minimum percentage of settlement funds that must be used on opioid abatement programs. The remaining funds can be spent however the county or city wishes. Bonnie said the first check that counties received was for funds from Johnson and Johnson and Distributors. The second check included funds from Teva, Allegan, Walgreens, CVS and Walmart. Express Scripts and Optum Rx have yet to be settled. She said she wasn’t sure how important it is right now to separate the amounts by manufacturer, or if it could even be done. Bonnie informed the board that records of expenditures must be kept for at least three years. She said the packet of information she handed out included a Frequently Asked Questions section as well as several links to websites with more information. Bonnie also mentioned that the National Association of Counties had a very good section covering opioid settlement funds on its website, including information on conducting a needs assessment and use of funds.
Bonnie reported that MRPC has been working with opioid awareness through various grants for about seven years. Information on gaps in services has been gathered from elected officials, health departments, mental health professionals, judges, law enforcement and first responders. She said discussions have centered around what is available in the counties and what is missing, and she said this is the information provided in the packet she handed out. She also touched on approved used of the funding.
County and city representatives were asked to comment on the status of the opioid settlement in their areas. 

· Tim Schulte, Gasconade County Presiding Commissioner – He said the county received two checks and is formulating various programs including education.

· Darryl Griffin, Osage County Presiding Commissioner – He said the money has been placed in a special account and the county is waiting for more information and to see what happens. Darryl also said the county may use some money for ADCAT.

· Gary Larson, Dent County Presiding Commissioner – He said the money has been placed in a special account and that the county is still gathering information. Gary also said the county was waiting to see if MRPC will assist.

· Steve Black, Crawford County Presiding Commissioner – He said the money has been placed in a special account and he has plans to discuss the funding with the county sheriff to see where and how to best spend the funds. Steve said he also plans to create a board.

· Vic Stratman, Maries County Presiding Commissioner – He said the county is still gathering information.
Samantha Sherman with MRPC added that Phelps County has formed a committee that will be meeting later this month to discuss the settlement funds.

Rep. Bill Hardwick, who covers Pulaski County, said there are more questions than answers surrounding the settlement funds. He said there are concerns the standards may change as well as changes in how the funds can be spent.

T.R. Dudley, who represents for-profit in Washington County, said the county is still in a holding position as to what the money can be used for.

Bonnie asked members to think about how they wanted to move forward and if they wanted assistance from MRPC, including scheduling meetings with attorneys. She added that Denita Williams, Dent County Treasurer, has indicated she is certain she wants assistance in handling settlement funds. Darryl Griffin suggested waiting for more information. Vi Stratman mentioned that some manufacturers require 85% of the funds to be used on opioid abatement programs while others require 95% and said there doesn’t appear to be any way to sort out the funds. Bonnie asked participating legislators for their thoughts and guidance.
Rep. Don Mayhew said an interdiction with law enforcement involvement is needed. He added that there is a growing crisis with Fentanyl abuse that needs to be addressed. Programs need to include an education component and treatment programs are needed to curb the abuse.
Rep. Bill Hardwick mentioned that the number of Fentanyl overdoses is increasing and is a serious health crisis. These settlement funds present an opportunity to address a crisis, he said.
Bonnie said she would continue to work with Denita in Dent County and will reach out to the attorneys to get more information. Gary Larson asked if the counties would have to pay for discussions. Bonnie said it was something that could be asked. She encouraged the counties to do planning, see what is needed and see if there are opportunities to combine efforts with other counties.
Update from State and Federal Legislators:

Rep. Don Mayhew: 
Rep. Mayhew reported this year’s budget is $51 billion and that ARPA has reappropriated funds for emergency services (fire, police, EMS) in the form of grants in the amount of $20,000 each. He said there is a 5% match required for safety equipment and a 50/50 match for the purchase of vehicles. Rep. Mayhew said the grant was open to all emergency services, including those that were awarded a grant in the first round. If anyone has any issues when applying for the grant, they were instructed to let him know.
Rep. Mayhew also touched on the following issues:

· SB 190 which modifies provisions relating to tax relief for seniors. This bill would eliminate taxes on social security benefits and would freeze assessments of personal property and real estate for those age 65 and over.
· The texting and driving ban passed.

· He mentioned there was more broadband money available.

Rep. Bill Hardwick: 
Rep. Hardwick reported the state budget has exploded over the last few years and that revenues may not always increase. With this uncertainty, he said he has concerns about handing out tax cuts and tax credits as well as having concerns that there is no grand strategy. He added the expenditure rate is rising rapidly.

Rep. Hardwick also addressed the issue of sports betting. He said that several teams had contacted him regarding allowing sports betting from phones. The teams would get a payout from the bets placed. There are also some groups who would like to see video lottery machines legal in Missouri. He said he doesn’t want to see slot machines everywhere but if a VFW or bar wanted one, he would be okay with that if it was taxed, and the money went to education.

He also informed the board that the Army is not meeting the recruiting/retention goals that were set and feels there could be a contraction that would affect Fort Leonard Wood. If basic training is collapsed or consolidated at the fort, it could adversely affect the economy in the area. Rep. Hardwick said he is working with Sen. Hawley to see that this doesn’t happen as the personnel who maintain the base and those that service the base bring a lot of dollars into the economy.
T.R. Dudley asked about the status of Lake of the Ozarks request for a casino. It would be the 14th casino in Missouri. Rep. Hardwick said the Osage Nation went through the process for building a casino, but some developers, landowners and other lake area individuals want their own casino somewhere along the Osage River. Rep. Hardwick said he doesn’t see the need for a second casino in the area but added that he can see both sides.

Grant Wilson with Rep. Jason Smith’s office: 
Mr. Wilson reported the House passed the debt limit bill and said that HR 3746, the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023, has been signed into law. It includes $2 trillion in spending cuts and allows the $30 billion of unspent COVID money to stay with the counties to use while it’s available. This bill suspends the public debt limit through January 2025.  Mr. Wilson informed the board that the age to apply for SNAP or TANIF benefits has been raised from the current 18-49 years to those aged 18-54 years. He also mentioned that funding failed for hiring additional IRS agents. The bill does maintain critical funding for defense and veterans programs and does not include any cuts to social security and Medicare. He added that no new tax increases were approved.
Mr. Wilson informed the board that HR 3784, the Improving Social Security’s Service to Victims of Identify Theft Act, was introduced in the Ways and Means Committee. This bill established a single point of contact for victims of social security fraud. He also mentioned the following three bills that were introduced in the committee:
· HR 3667 – Social Security Child Protection Act of 2023 – This bill provides for the reissuance of social security account numbers to young children in cases where confidentiality has been compromised.
· HR 1843 – Telehealth Expansion Act –This bill will provide individuals in rural areas easier access to their health care providers.
· HR 3797 – Paperwork Burden Reduction Act – This bill eliminates the requirement for employers and health insurance providers to send tax forms (1095-B and 1095-C) to individuals showing proof of minimum essential coverage unless a form is requested.
Keri Stuart with Representative Blaine Luetkemeyer’s office:
Ms. Stuart reported the student loan repayment plan has restarted. She also said tax returns should be kept for 10 years, due to COVID.

Payton Ruddy with Rep. Mark Alford’s office:

Ms. Ruddy reported the Congressman has introduced a resolution to express support for the continued inclusion of AM radios in vehicles. She informed the board the Congressman led his House colleagues in a letter to the White House demanding a condemnation of John Kerry’s derogatory remarks towards agriculture at the AIM Climate Summit. Ms. Ruddy said there have been some concerns about standards on background checks and standards for visiting bases. Currently everyone creates their own standards for accessing a base, which creates a lot of confusion. The Congressman, and several of his colleagues, have sent a letter to the Department of Defense (DoD) requesting that the armed services committee review those standards and work toward a DoD-wide standard for base access. She said the Congressman led members of the Missouri Congressional Delegation in a letter to the House Appropriations Committee requesting $50 million in funding for Fort Leonard Wood’s Military Housing Privatization Initiative. The Congressman said it was vital to ensure that service members and their families have appropriate housing.

Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC): Anne Freand, Planning Manager

Anne Freand reported on transportation activities as follows:
Earlier in the evening, the TAC reviewed and ranked the 11 BRO applications that were received. The 11 bridge projects evaluated and ranked in descending order were: 

1. High Point Road bridge over Brush Creek in Crawford County;

2. Osage County Road 611 bridge over Maries River in Osage County;

3. Rohlfing Road bridge over Little Berger Creek in Gasconade County;

4. Phelps County Road 2110 bridge over Branch Spring Creek in Phelps County;

5. 
Rosebud Road bridge over Snake Creek in Pulaski County;

6. 
Ruskaup Road bridge over Second Creek in Gasconade County;

7.
Floyd Tower Road bridge over Fourche Renault Creek in Washington County;

8.
Four Mile Road bridge over Brush Creek and Pleasant Valley Creek in Crawford County;

9.
Osage County Road 522 bridge over CR521/Hwy P in Osage County;

10.  Riverside Road bridge over the Gasconade River in Pulaski County; and

11.  Gildea Road bridge over Clear Creek in Washington County.
Dent County had no bridges meeting the requirements. Maries County had submitted two applications but withdrew them from evaluation due to the lack of matching funds. 
T.R. Dudley made a motion to approve the prioritization of BRO applications as presented and submit this information to MoDOT; John Casey seconded. The motion carried.

In July, MRPC’s Executive Director and Osage County Associate Commissioner Larry Kliethermes will represent the Meramec Region at the Central District planning partners meeting where BRO projects will be selected for funding. They will use the prioritized list advocating for projects.

Anne reported the TAC also reviewed and approved the MoDOT work plan. 

T.R. Dudley made a motion to approve the MoDOT work plan as presented; Vic Stratman seconded; The motion carried.

External Relations Committee: Mary Heywood, chairperson
Mary Heywood reported on External Relations activities as follows:  

Mary Heywood reported the committee has selected the Hermann-Festhalle as the location for the 2023 MRPC Annual Dinner. Tim Schulte has arranged for German music and German dancers to entertain guests that evening. Mary asked the board for its approval of the Hermann-Festhalle as the location for the annual dinner.

Darryl Griffin made a motion to hold the 2023 MRPC Annual Dinner at the Hermann-Festhalle; T.R. Dudley seconded. The motion carried.

The committee reviewed the dinner budget, selected the menu for the annual dinner and finalized the ticket price. The menu will be Haus Salad, Green Beans, Roasted Potatoes. BBQ Smoked Chicken and Pork Schnitzel. The dessert will be New York Cheesecake with a possible second selection of German Chocolate Cake.

Mary Heywood made a motion to set the annual dinner ticket price at $40; Shane Anselm seconded. The motion carried.

The committee also reviewed award nominations, and Mary said the committee was waiting on paperwork for a couple of last-minute nominations that came in. She asked the board for its approval to make the selection of award winners once the paperwork was received on those last-minute nominees.

Vic Stratman made a motion to approve the external relations committee finalizing the award nominations once the paperwork has been received and reviewed on those last-minute nominations; Sean Wilson seconded. The motion carried.

Mary reported the at-large for-profit positions for Dent, Phelps and Washington counties have now been filled. John Smith is the for-profit for Dent County, Kent Bagnall is the for-profit for Phelps County and T.R. Dudley is the for-profit for Washington County. The at-large representing lending is currently vacant, and Mary said Tammy Snodgrass is working with Maria Bancroft to see if she knows anyone with an interest in serving in that position. Discussion on the at-large representing minorities position has been tabled until the August meeting. 
Staff provided a handout on legislative updates.

Operations Committee: Jim Fleming, chairman
Jim Fleming reported on operations activities as follows:
The committee reviewed MRPC/MRB and MRPC/MRDC-RLF and IRP program financial statements for the period ended May 31, 2023. 
Jim Fleming made a motion to approve the financials for the period ending May 31, 2023. Sean Wilson seconded. The motion carried.
The committee reviewed a proposed change to the personnel policy regarding the maximum annual leave an individual employee can earn. Staff was asked to look at other options to present at the next meeting.
Jim reported that he will be retiring from the board, so the committee selected Sean Wilson as the new chairman.
Planning Committee: T.R. Dudley, chairman
T.R. Dudley reported on planning activities as follows:

Staff presented the final changes and edits to the 2018 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) regarding resiliency, and all were approved by the committee. The update includes a special component, a COVID-19 section that includes business information collected from surveys of area businesses. The committee discussed building the pandemic items into action items. The final document, the CEDS 2023 Update will be posted on-line.
T.R. Dudley made a motion to approve the CEDS 2023 Update. Vic Stratman seconded. The motion carried.
Staff reviewed a draft of the after-action report related to the pandemic and its economic impacts on the Meramec Region. The report included information such as business closures and success stories.
The committee heard an update on the strategic planning sessions held in Bourbon, Potosi, Belle, Steelville and Crocker and discussed some of the action items that resulted from each session. Plans for Belle, Steelville and Crocker began in March and will be completed in June. Bourbon’s plan has been completed and Potosi’s plan will be presented to them next week.

Staff presented an overview of information for each of the region’s counties utilizing a new economic development resource. The new resource comes from the Economic Development Administration (EDA) and the Argonne National Laboratory. This resource enables economic developers to conduct analyses of the economic development capacity within each county.

Housing Board:  Vic Stratman, chairman
Vic Stratman reported that the housing board met to review the FY23-24 budget and said the board approved the budget as presented.

Environmental: Tammy Snodgrass, Assistant Executive Director

A handout on environmental activities was provided.
Meramec Local Emergency Planning District (MLEPD): Tammy Snodgrass, Assistant Executive Director
A handout on emergency planning activities was provided. 
Business Loans:  

A handout on loan activity was provided.
Meramec Community Enhancement Corporation (MCEC): Vic Stratman
Vic Stratman reported on MCEC activities as follows:

The board elected to retain the current officers of Greg Edwards, chairman; Danny Brown, vice chairman; Vic Stratman, secretary; and Gary Hicks, treasurer.

The board also approved the trailer lease between MCEC and MRPC.

Caitlin Jones gave a report on the Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) and Kelly gave an update on the opioid grant that is being pursued through the Department of Justice.

Meramec Regional Community Foundation (MRCF): Bonnie Prigge
No report was given.
Executive Director’s Report
Bonnie informed the board of several upcoming broadband meetings. A second in-person broadband meeting will be held in Rolla tomorrow from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at The Centre in Rolla, she said. She said an invite to a virtual meeting on June 14 had been sent to everyone. This meeting is the result of a project funded by EDA and the Department of Economic Development. The meeting will begin at 9:45 a.m. and is scheduled to last one hour. Bonnie said Reed Consulting was hired to look at clusters around the state with no broadband access. At this meeting, the discussion will focus on the areas in the Meramec Region with no broadband access.
Bonnie reminded the board there would be no meeting in July.

She thanked the legislators for being here and said that over the summer she hoped to have discussions about the number of bills filed regarding the elimination of state/property taxes.
Congressman Mayhew added that he would file a bill next year to increase state funding to regional planning commissions.

Chairman’s Report

Chairman Heywood informed the board the executive board completed Bonnie’s evaluation prior to tonight’s meetings, and all felt she was doing an outstanding job. 
Adjourn
Darryl Griffin made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:33 p.m.; Vic Stratman seconded the motion. The motion carried.

_____________________________________

________________________________

Mary Heywood, chairman
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