Gasconade Valley Enterprise Zone
encompassing portions of Gasconade, Maries and Osage counties of Missouri


 Gasconade Valley Enterprise Zone Board Meeting Minutes

April 28, 2022
The Gasconade Valley Enterprise Zone met 1:30 p.m. Thursday, April 28, 2022, at the Maries County Bank meeting room in Vienna.
Meeting was called to order by President John Deeken at 1:30 p.m.
Members present: John Deeken, Ray Schwartze, Vic Stratman, Randy Blaske, Kelly Barnhart, Darryl Griffin, Larry Kliethermes
Members absent: Jerry Lairmore
Staff: Bonnie Prigge of MRPC
Guests: Lloyd Honse, former board member

Meeting was called to order by President John Deeken at 1:30 p.m. President Deeken presented a plaque of appreciation to Lloyd Honse, former member of the Gasconade Valley Enterprise Zone board and former Maries County EEZ board member. Lloyd served on both boards from 2011 to 2021.
Minutes: Minutes of the Jan. 27, 2022, board meeting were reviewed. Ray Schwartze made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Randy Blaske seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Financials: Vic Stratman made a motion to approve the financials as of March 31, 2022, as presented. Ray Schwartze seconded. Motion approved. 
MOUs: Memorandums of Understanding for economic development services between GVEZ and the counties of Maries, Gasconade and Osage were presented. Vic Stratman made a motion to approve. Larry Kliethermes seconded. Motion approved.
Annual Fund-raising Campaign: Fundraising was discussed. Bonnie will send an email with letters attached for follow-up.
EEZ update: Bonnie updated the board on Hippos and the process to certify the local real property abatement. The group also discussed other possible projects that would need follow-up.
Certified Work Ready County report: Work Keys testing was completed in six high schools in the three counties. (Fatima did not participate.) 234 students were tested. There were 20 platinum certificates, 53 gold, 86 silver, 70 bronze and five did not pass the test. Bonnie expects the state of Missouri to offer a similar grant in August. Ray Schwartze made a motion to apply for state grants to assist schools with Work Keys testing. Seconded by Vic Stratman. Motion passed.
Missouri Location 1: Bonnie reminded board members to let her know of any buildings or sites that need added to Missouri Location 1. Kelly Barnhart provided information on buildings in Vienna and those have been added. The group suggested contacting Jared Niederer in Owensville on chamber lots; following up with Scott Perkins on FCNB building in Vienna; and contacting real estate agent about Vichy Wye property.
Community/Economic Development Update/ Board Member Reports: 
Each person provided an opportunity to update the group on projects or issues within their respective communities.
Kelly Barnhart: Shared information on the Chamber of Commerce’s efforts to promote tourism. They have a small grant to help do that. She invited everyone to Vienna for the Sausage Festival on March 5 at the city park. She also shared information on the 3-D printing of stucco houses business she and her husband have started. They are looking for land to develop. House are made of concrete and more affordable than stick built.
Randy Blaske: Shared an update on Springfest, an increase in local restaurants and flea markets/sidewalk sales that are occurring. He also discussed the City of Owensville’s efforts to attract police officers by paying them while they attend the training academy. Laclede Christy Clay Products has a different name (Rath).

Darryl Griffin: Discussed possible expansion of Water District #3 with a feasibility study underway and the pre-bid meeting for a new health department building. The need for a bridge over the Missouri at Chamois was added to the transportation needs list
Vic Stratman: Gave an update that Quaker was expanding at Eldon, discussed state funding for the Rock Island Trail and shared that Dollar Tree/Family Dollar was being built in Vienna.
Next Meetings—The next meeting is planned for Aug. 28 in Vienna. 
Meeting adjourned about 2:45 p.m. Motion to adjourn by Ray Schwartze, seconded by Darryl Griffin. Motion passed 
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