 Meramec Regional Planning Commission
Minutes

June 10, 2021
Call to Order

Chairman Steve Vogt called the June 10, 2021, meeting of the Meramec Regional Planning Commission to order at 7:35 p.m.  The meeting was conducted via Zoom and in-person, due to the ongoing pandemic.
Welcome
Chairman Vogt welcomed everyone to the meeting. Board members participating by Zoom or conference call were Laurel Boisonault, Glen Smith, Rich Eisterhold, T.R. Dudley and Shane Anselm. Board members participating in-person were Leo Sanders, Terry Beckham, Darrell Skiles, Ray Walden, Gary Brown, Vic Stratman, Steve Vogt, Tom Coots, Jim Fleming, Bob Parsons, Ray Schwartze and Mary Heywood. MRPC staff attending via Zoom were Donald Keeney and Anne Freand. MRPC staff attending in person were Bonnie Prigge, Linda Loughridge, Tammy Snodgrass, Linda Carroll, Caitlin Jones and Samantha Maddison. Guest Patricia Heaney, Hermann city clerk, attended via Zoom.
Introduction of New MRPC Staff

Executive Director Bonnie Prigge introduced three new staff members. Kayla Wilson and Nichole Zielke both started at MRPC in November 2020. Kayla is the FSS Coordinator in the Housing Department and Nichole is a Grant Writer in the Project Development Department. In March of 2020, Eva Voss joined the Project Development Department as a part-time Senior Grant Administrator. Everyone welcomed them to MRPC.
Consent Agenda

The following consent agenda items were presented for approval:

a. Minutes – May 13, 2021

b.
Local Review

1. City of Potosi

16.710 – Public Safety Partnership and Community Policing Grants
The Potosi Police Department is proposing to sue CHP funds to hire one new officer to increase community policing.

Federal: $121,164.57 
Applicant: $40,388.19
Total: $161,552.76

2. Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Jefferson City, MO

15.916 – Outdoor Recreation Acquisition, Development and Planning
29-01743 Osage County Inclusive Playground
 Federal: $229,911

 Local: $230,050 


 Total: $459,961

             c. Statewide Grant Applications

1. Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission, Jefferson City, MO

20.106 – Airport Improvement Program

Federal Aviation Administration Airport Improvement Program

 Federal: $4,544,942

Total: $4,544,942

2. Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, Jefferson City, MO

93.234 – Traumatic Brain Injury State Demonstration Grant Program

Traumatic Brain Injury State Grant Program

 Federal: $260,000

 State: $130,000


 Total: $390,000

3. Missouri State Highway Patrol, Jefferson City, MO


16.710– Public Safety Partnership and Community Policing Grants


Missouri State Highway Patrol Technology Activities in Support of the COPS Office Anti-Heroin Task Force Grant Program

Federal: $104,000


Total: $104,000
4. Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission, Jefferson City, MO

20.106 – Airport Improvement Program

Paving Relocated Runaway 18/36 at the Monett Regional Airport, rehabilitating and extending the parallel taxiway, and installing a MLASR


Federal: $11,342,847


Total: $11,342,847

5. Missouri Department of Conservation, Jefferson City, MO

15.684 – White-nose Syndrome National Response Implementation
Survey Equipment and Decontamination materials for White-nose Syndrome surveillance, outreach and bat population monitoring in Missouri S9TW1


Federal: $75,682.39

Total: $75,682.39



The Office of Administration issues the Missouri Federal Assistance Clearinghouse 


grant reviews weekly. Staff is sharing reports in between meetings with board members. If you have questions about grants listed, you can call MRPC staff, or the Office of Administration as listed on the reports.

d.   Contracts 

• City of Meta Floodplain

Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to approve and sign a City of Meta Floodplain technical assistance contract for the period July 1, 2021, to June 30, 2022, and for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to sign any necessary documents.

• MRPC/MCEC Lease Agreement

Approval is requested from the Meramec Regional Planning Commission board to extend the lease rate and the term of lease of a cargo trailer from the Meramec Community Enhancement Corporation for an additional year. All other covenants contained in the original lease, dated Sept. 14, 2010, remain in full force.
• Gasconade Valley Enterprise Zone (GVEZ)

Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman/executive director to sign a contract amendment with GVEZ to continue providing administration and fiscal services July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022.
• Gasconade County IDA

Permission is requested for approval of a contract with the Gasconade County IDA for technical assistance for the period July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022, and for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to sign all necessary documents.

• CS Design, Potosi

Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman/executive director to enter into a contract with CS Design, to continue to host and maintain the Ozark Rivers website 

and for the MRPC chairman and/or executive director to sign all necessary documents.
• City of Steelville

Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman/executive director to enter into a technical assistance contract with the city of Steelville for administration of a CDBG grant to renovate a community building, and for the MRPC chairman and/or executive director to sign all necessary documents.

Leo Sanders made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the noted contract additions; Mary Heywood seconded. The motion carried. 
Update from State Legislators and Federal Field Representatives
No reports were given.

Presentation: FY 21-22 Budget Presentation, Linda Loughridge, Fiscal Officer
Ms. Loughridge presented the proposed MRPC budget for July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022. 
Linda explained the budget process and provided a breakdown of the budget and major expenses.
In the areas of overall salaries, fringe and indirect costs, Linda reported there was a total increase of $7,637. The report also included a list of completed programs and new programs for the 2021-2022 fiscal year.
External Relations Committee: Darrell Skiles
Chairman Darrell Skiles reported on External Relations activities as follows:

Chairman Skiles reported that the annual dinner will be held at State Technical College of Missouri in Linn on Oct. 21, 2021. The committee reviewed and approved award nominations for 2020 and 2021. There will be two Eugene E. Northern award winners, one for each year.
Committee members also discussed the at-large for-profit vacancy in Crawford County.

The committee discussed a bylaw change regarding the at-large emergency management position on the MRPC board. Due to changes within the MREPC, the committee is recommending the elimination of that position on the board. 
Proposed Changes to MRPC bylaws in red.

Deletions in brackets and bolded. 

ARTICLE IV

4.1 Organization of the Commission

Each of the following constituencies shall be represented by one “at large” representative:


Education (Higher Education Preferred)


[Emergency Management]


Farming/Ag-Business


Industry


Labor


Minorities


People with Disabilities


Private Sector Lending Institutions


Seniors

Small Business

Tourism

Unemployed

Transportation

Healthcare

The bylaws change will be voted on at the August MRPC meeting.
The committee received a legislative update from Tammy Snodgrass. 

Operations Committee: Steve Vogt, chairman

Steve Vogt reported on operations activities as follows:
The committee reviewed MRPC/MRB and MRPC/MRDC-RLF and IRP program financial statements for the period ended May 31, 2021.

Linda Loughridge reported that both MRPC and RLF-IRP are operating in a surplus. 

Steve Vogt made a motion to accept the financials for the period ending April 30, 2021; Ray Schwartz seconded. The motion carried.
Linda Loughridge presented the FY 2021-2022 final budgets for MRPC/MRB and MRPC/MRDC-RLF and IRP program. 
Darrell Skiles made a motion to accept the FY 2021-2022 final budgets for MRPC/MRB and MRPC/MRDC-RLF and IRP programs; Ray Walden seconded. The motion carried.

The committee also reviewed a proposed request to defederalize two of the four EDA funded Revolving Loan Funds that qualify. To qualify, the funds must have been fully dispersed more than seven years ago, have been in good standing and complied with all terms. If approved, MRPC will no longer have to report those funds as federal dollars. Those funds will continue to be used for business lending as outlined in the RLF plan.
Staff presented two resolutions for approval. These resolutions give the Executive Director authority to sign and submit all necessary documentation to request the US Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration to release its federal interest in MRPC’s Long Term Economic Distress and Sudden and Severe Economic Distress Revolving Loan Funds.
Steve Vogt made a motion to approve the requests to EDA for defederalization of the two loan funds; Bob Parsons seconded. The motion carried.
Planning Committee: Marcus Maggard, chairman
Marcus Maggard reported on planning activities as follows:

The CEDS update is moving forward, and the next meeting is scheduled for June 30, 2021. Planning Manager Anne Freand added that she is hoping to have the edits finalized by August.
Housing Board:  Vic Stratman, chairman

No report was given.
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC): Anne Freand
Anne Freand reported on transportation activities as follows:
Anne reported that a nominating committee was selected to choose a new slate of officers.

Anne presented information on the SMTS Deviated Fixed-Route Study which is being conducted primarily in Rolla with some work being done in St. James and Dent County. SMTS has contracted with MRPC to conduct the study.
MoDOT staff gave an update on STIP. State approval is expected July 1 with federal approval expected by the end of July.

Anne updated the committee on the Regional Transportation Plan Update, which will be completed by the end of the year. 

Anne shared that a road safety audit will be conducted in Washington County at Robart Road and Highway E.
Anne presented an update on MoDOT’s work plan for 2022. The plan has been submitted to MoDOT for approval.

Bonnie Prigge reviewed the Show-Me Zero program, saying that highway fatalities are up statewide. She reported that the unbuckled rate in the Central District is 74%.

Bonnie reported that staff will be promoting the Buckle Up, Phone Down message at back to school fairs, health fairs and other community events this summer. She also informed the board that Buckle Up, Phone Down signs were available.

The committee received MoDOT updates from Meramec Area Engineer Preston Kramer. Preston informed the committee that MoDOT would be updating its unfunded needs list, especially those multi-modal needs. 

Bonnie provided an update on the Highway 63 Alliance saying the group was waiting on survey responses to determine how to proceed.
Environmental: Tammy Snodgrass, Assistant Executive Director

Tammy informed the board that the Department of Natural Resources holds an agriculture-based pesticide and herbicide collection each year. None was held in the Meramec Region this year. She asked for suggestions for a host for a collection in the region. Tammy added the collections are usually held in conjunction with a local feed store or MFA. She said she would like to see a collection held in the Meramec Region in 2022.
Tammy reminded the board that a special collection for electronics, appliances and tires has been scheduled in Rolla on June 12 from 8:00 a.m. to noon. This will be at Brewer Science.
She also mentioned a free webinar on June 23 – Buy Recycled Workshop. This webinar will discuss how to purchase products with recycled content and provide resources to facilitate sustainable purchasing.

A handout on environmental activities was provided.
Meramec Regional Emergency Planning Committee (MREPC): Tammy Snodgrass, Assistant Executive Director
A handout on emergency planning activities was provided.
Business Loans:  Linda Loughridge, Fiscal Officer

Linda reported that the next full board meeting would be MRDC’s annual meeting, and it is tentatively scheduled for Aug. 26, 2021.
She briefly mentioned that the Shuttered Venue Operator Grant, Restaurant Revitalization Fund and Targeted Economic Injury Disaster Loan Advance programs are still available.

In closing, Linda mentioned that rates are at an all-time low.
Meramec Community Enhancement Corporation (MCEC): Vic Stratman
No report was given.
Meramec Regional Community Foundation (MRCF): Bonnie Prigge
Bonnie Prigge reported MRCF received 13 applications from non-profits for the Coover COVID-19 grant. Five of those applications were chosen to receive funds.
She also mentioned the $69,300 in scholarships were awarded through MRCF during this last scholarship round.
Bonnie reminded board members that a representative from Crawford County is still needed.


Chairman’s Report


Chairman Steve Vogt reminded members that there would be no meeting in July.

Executive Director’s Report

Bonnie Prigge congratulated Steelville on being awarded a grant for its CDBG project.
She also mentioned she had sent out an ARPA update earlier today and has shared out the Title VI Plan, which is good for three more years.

Bonnie reported that four priorities from MRPC’s state legislative priorities list were passed this legislative session and await the governor’s signature. Those were the fuel tax increase, Wayfair Use tax, prescription drug monitoring program and funding for regional planning commissions. 
She informed the board that new flooring will be installed at the end of June, and the new phone system should also be ready by then.
On a final note, Bonnie reported that DNR’s director, Carol Comer, had passed away. The interim director is Dru Buntin.
Adjourn
Mary Heywood made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.; Marcus Maggard seconded the motion. The motion carried.

_____________________________________

________________________________

Steve Vogt, chairman
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