Meramec Regional Planning Commission
Minutes

October 10, 2019
Call to Order

Chairman Larry Miskel called the October 10, 2019, meeting of the Meramec Regional Planning Commission to order at 5:55 p.m. 

Welcome 

Chairman Miskel welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Consent Agenda

The following consent agenda items are presented for approval:

a. Minutes – Sept. 12, 2019

b.
Local Review

None

             c. Statewide Grant Applications

1.  Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Jefferson City, MO

66.436 – Surveys, Studies, Investigations, Demonstrations, and Training Grants and Cooperative Agreements – Section 104(b)(3) of the Clean Water Act
FFy19-20 Hypoxia Assistance Agreement
Total: $200,000

The Office of Administration issues the Missouri Federal Assistance Clearinghouse 

grant reviews weekly. In the future, staff will share reports in between meeting with board members. If you have questions about grants listed, you can call MRPC staff or the Office of Administration as listed on the reports.


d.  Contracts 


● Kyle and Hope Kientzel, H & K Café, LLC
Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to approve and sign a technical assistance contract to prepare a Revolving Loan Fund/Intermediary Relending Program loan request between Meramec Regional Planning Commission and Kyle and Hope Kientzel, H & K Café, LLC, for the purposes of a small business loan to purchase an existing business.


● Phelps County Hazard Mitigation Plan

Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to enter into a technical assistance contract with Phelps County and SEMA to complete a review and update of the Pulaski County Hazard Mitigation Plan, and to sign all documents associated with this contract. 


● Caledon Virtual

Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to enter into a technical assistance contract with Caledon Virtual for Naturally Meramec social media management and Mastermind training from Oct. 1, 2019 – Sept. 30, 2020, and to sign all documents associated with this contract.
Mary Heywood made a motion to approve the consent agenda; Steve Vogt seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Legislative Guest

Hannah Cleeton with Senator Roy Blunt’s office gave a brief update on the senator’s recent activities. She noted that the last two weeks have been a state work period with the senator visiting Osage County and northeast Missouri. Ms. Cleeton reported that the US-Japan trade deal agreement was finalized and that the senator is hopeful that the United States, Mexico, Canada Agreement (USMCA) will pass. Other issues of importance for the senator include rural development and funding for broadband.
Presentation of Financials: Linda Loughridge


No report was given.

Report from Transportation Advisory Committee: Ray Walden
Ray Walden reported that Preston Kramer, MoDOT, introduced Michele Watkins, the new Central District Engineer, to TAC members.
Mr. Walden also informed the board that the TAC approved the new planning framework scoring matrix and made a motion for MRPC board approval; John Casey seconded. The motion carried.

Mr. Walden also reported that MoDOT received 10 TAP applications from the Meramec Region.  Five communities had each submitted two grant requests – one for an ADA inventory and one for preparatory work for an ADA plan. Because by law, the inventory must occur first, the TAC evaluated and prioritized the five applications requesting funding for inventories. Those rankings were (1) St. Robert, (2) Hermann, (3) Salem, (4) St. James and (5) Potosi.

The TAC approved this priority ranking and Ray Walden made the motion for MRPC to accept the TAC recommendation; Vic Stratman seconded. The motion carried. This ranking will be shared with MoDOT and Bonnie Prigge will participate in the Central District TEAP evaluation meeting later in the month.
Update on Annual Dinner – Oct. 24 in Waynesville: Tammy Snodgrass

Ms. Snodgrass encouraged board members to RSVP for the dinner if they have not yet done so stating that the deadline is Oct. 15. She added that the event presents a great opportunity for chambers to showcase their communities. 
Ms. Jones added that if anyone had any photos for the veteran’s tribute they should reach out to her.
Grants Update: Kelly Sink-Blair
Kelly Sink-Blair provided an updated on submitted and awarded grants. 
She reported that State Tech received a $2 million grant to go towards funding the construction of the new Utility Technician Center. This new center will allow for the expansion of current certification programs and for the addition of new certification programs in the areas of electricity, nuclear, digital broadband and utility systems. The overall cost of the project is $6 million. State Tech has received donations from utility companies and private sources. The state of Missouri will provide funding of another $2 million for the center.
Ms. Sink-Blair informed the board that MRPC was just awarded a little over $900,000 to implement projects under the OJJDP Opioid Affected Youth Grant. This is a three-year project with a goal of improving the safety net for youth impacted by the opioid crisis.
Ms. Sink-Blair updated the board on the CDBG Planning Grant which was discussed in the public hearing just prior to the MRPC board meeting. Applicants applying for disaster recovery funds through this grant are required to adopt several of CDBG’s disaster policies. She gave a brief summary of the policies and asked the board for approval.

T.R. Dudley made a motion to approve the policies; John Casey seconded. The motion carried.

Chairman Report

Chairman Larry Miskel encouraged board members to get their RSVPs in for the annual dinner if they hadn’t already done so.
Executive Director’s Report

Bonnie Prigge reminded the board that county meetings for transportation are being held and encouraged everyone’s participation.
Having received the OJJDP grant, Ms. Prigge indicated that MRPC will be looking to add a couple of positions, a Community Development Specialist and a part-time Bookkeeper.

Ms. Prigge reported that the Delta Regional Authority (DRA) has announced grants which were awarded and that none of the projects selected were in our area. She added that there is a federal initiative to put funds towards opportunity zones and the state of Missouri will be receiving over $100,000 to conduct opportunity zone planning. This will affect Washington and Pulaski counties. Ms. Prigge indicated she is working on coordinating a meeting with the Department of Economic Development.
The board was informed that MRPC still has a car for sale and that bids are due Oct. 15. A flyer was provided.
Ms. Prigge informed the board that an Opioid Workshop will be held on Nov. 8 at the Delbert Day Cancer Institute in Rolla. MRPC is partnering with Phelps Health on this workshop, which will be targeted for businesses. The workshop will look at the illness from an employer’s perspective and what they need to know. Jonathan Ahl, a reporter with St. Louis Public Radio will be the opening speaker. He will address the impact of opioid abuse on the workforce.

Dr. Schuman will be looking for another city or county for her class to work with in January. Her students are currently working with the city of Linn and Osage County. Ms. Prigge indicated she could share the current list of projects to give other cities and counties some ideas for possible projects in their communities.

Updates/Comments from Board Members

Ray Schwartze noted that Shelley Jacobs with the Department of Corrections would like to work with Dr. Siebert on a program similar to what he’s done in the jails. He also encouraged board members to attend the annual dinner.
Adjourn
Darrell Skiles made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:27 p.m.; Ray Walden seconded the motion. The motion carried.
_____________________________________

________________________________
Larry Miskel, chairman
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