
Meramec Regional Planning Commission
Minutes

November 9, 2017
Call to Order

Chairman Ray Schwartze called the November 9, 2017, meeting of the Meramec Regional Planning Commission to order at 7:32 p.m. 

Welcome and Special Presentation
Chairman Schwartze welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Bennie Cook from Representative Jason Smith’s office. He asked Mr. Cook to share any updates. Mr. Cook noted that they are currently working on the tax cut bill and encouraged members to contact his office if they needed anything.
Consent Agenda

The following consent agenda items are presented for approval:

a.
Minutes – Oct. 12, 2017
b.
Local Review
None

             c. Statewide Grant Applications

1.  Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Jefferson City, MO

15.250 - Regulation of Surface Coal Mining and Surface Effects of Underground Coal Mining
Regulation of State Coal Mining and Surface
Federal: $209,302.50 

State: $209,303.50

Total: $418,606

The Office of Administration issues the Missouri Federal Assistance Clearinghouse 

grant reviews weekly. In the future, staff will share reports in between meeting with board members. If you have questions about grants listed, you can call MRPC staff or the Office of Administration as listed on the reports.

d.   Contracts 

· Tradebe Treatment and Recycling, LLC
Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to enter into a one year contract extension with Tradebe Treatment and Recycling LLC, to provide household hazardous waste collection services at two sites, the City of Rolla and the City of St. Robert as part of an ORSWMD funded project and to sign all documents associated with this contract.


•  Tall Oak Productions, LLC

Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to 

enter into a service contract Tall Oak Productions LLC, to provide environmental 
education experiences for school aged students in the Meramec region as part of an 
ORSWMD funded project and to sign all documents associated with this contract.


•  Luce Myers, contractor

Permission is requested for MRPC’s chairman and/or executive director to enter 
into a service contract with Luce Myers-contractor, to provide environmental 
education experiences for school-aged students in the Meramec region as part of an 
ORSWMD funded project and to sign all documents associated with this contract.
Presentation: Angela Rolufs, a contractor with Missouri University of Science and Technology, and Pete Karnowski of Burns and McDonald
Angela Rolufs opened the presentation by stating that there is a serious problem with accumulating sawdust in the( $9 billion dollar) lumber industry. The accumulating sawdust affects the ability of companies to stay in business which is a threat to the economy. With the closure of the paper mill in Wycliff, KY, sawmills have lost one of their major outlets for selling their excess sawdust. Ms. Rolufs indicated that the mill closed due to a reduction in the demand for paper.
Ms. Rofufs stated that they were tasked with finding a long-term solution that could sustain itself. She also said that they were looking to find funding for development options.
Pete Karnowski indicated that renewable natural gas has been determined as a solution. It is a renewable product with a higher paid premium and can be pumped right into the pipeline. Ms. Rolufs added that this product could set Missouri apart by bringing in a new energy source. She went on to say that they would be bringing in representatives from companies like Ameren to discuss the results of the study.

It was noted that Fort Leonard Wood might provide land for building a plant and would guarantee purchase of the product. Some funding or land for building may be available from some of the area sawmills.
Mr. Rolufs and Mr. Karnowski went on to explain that the idea is to establish a plant in southeast Missouri, find developmental capital, establish a location that can control transportation costs and find steady markets for the finished product.  Smaller plants could be built near the source but the actual gas would be produced at a larger plant near a pipeline.
External Relations Committee: Darrell Skiles, chairman
Chairman Darrell Skiles reported on External Relations Committee activities as follows:
Chairman Skiles opened his report by thanking everyone who attended the annual dinner. He added that there was a good turnout and Salem was glad to show off the new facility. The silent auction was a success and he stated that more information on the finances would be available once all bills have been submitted. Chairman Skiles also announced that there will be a change in the pre-event promotion of the awards. All winners, including the Eugene E. Northern award winner, will be listed in press releases but no mention will be made as to who is receiving what award.
Chairman Skiles indicated that there was an at-large for small business position open on the board.

Chairman Skiles reported that the state priorities would be presented at the December meeting.  He also noted that the committee also agreed to continue with the catered lunch at the Capitol and will again coordinate the lunch with Senator Brown’s office. The Day at the Capitol will be January 23, 2018 with a backup date of January 30, 2018.

The committee took a brief look at the federal priorities which will be sent out for review and was provided with an update on legislation of interest.

Operations Committee: 

Chairman Marvin Wright reported on Operations Committee activities as follows:

The committee reviewed the MRPC/MRB and MRPC/MRDC-RLF and IRP program financial statements for the period ending Oct. 31, 2017. 
Chairman Wright made a motion to approve the all financial statements for the period ending Oct. 31, 2017. Randy Verkamp seconded; the motion carried.

Staff also presented a proposed personnel policy revision to education assistance and Chairman Wright made a motion to improve the change. Shane Anselm seconded; the motion carried.

Planning Committee: 
John Casey reported on planning activities as follows:
The committee discussed the board retreat which will be held on December 6 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Salem Community Center @The Armory. The featured presenter will be Dr. Sean Siebert.

Mr. Casey also reported that the committee reviewed the federal priorities draft and received an update on the CEDS Advisory Board activities.
Housing Advisory Board: Darrell Skiles, chairman
Larry Miskel reported on Housing activities as follows.
The housing board approved the October financials. Linda Hollandsworth gave on update on families assisted and payments and Savannah Vandegriffe provided an update on the FSS action plan. 

Transportation Advisory Committee: 
No report given.

Bonnie Prigge reported on a call she received from MoDOT. She was asked to do a planning scenario for projects MRPC would like to see completed if funding was available. Ms. Prigge recommended MRPC Priorities #1 and #2 (US 63 from US 50 in Osage County to the Phelps/Texas County line and US 50 from about one mile west of Linn to the Gasconade/Franklin county line) along with additional transit services (an additional day each week per county) from the CA7 project list.
Don Brakhahn made a motion to proceed with the planning scenario. Dave Dudenhoffer seconded; the motion carried.

Environmental: 
Tammy Snodgrass provided the board with a handout covering environmental updates as well as updates on Meramec Regional Emergency Planning and Homeland Security Oversight Committee activities. 
Meramec Regional Emergency Planning Committee: Kraig Bone, at-large representative for emergency management.
Ms. Snodgrass also addressed the MREPC Commissioners in attendance regarding the Tier II funds for their counties. The commissioners were informed that in the past, the funds came to MRPC to disburse but this procedure has changed. The funds are now being sent to the county clerks and treasurers. Ms. Snodgrass noted that invoices had been sent to get the funds transferred to MREPC, but there was still a lot of confusion.  She said if the clerks or treasurers had questions they should contact her.

Business Loans: 
Linda Loughridge, MRPC, reported that the Meramec Regional Development Corporation will hold its next meeting on December 20, 2017 at noon. Ms. Loughridge noted that the MRDC board and staff have been extremely busy and have received daily calls from individuals interested in business loans. Anyone interested in loans should contact Maria Bancroft. 
Workforce Development: T.R. Dudley
Alan Galindo, Central Workforce Development Board, reported that is a second job hiring event coming up at Quaker and that seasonal help jobs are opening up. He indicated that there are jobs everywhere but it is a challenge to fill those positions.
Meramec Community Enhancement Corporation: Marvin Wright
Marvin Wright reported on MCEC activities as follows:

No meeting was held.
Meramec Region Community Foundation: 
Bonnie Prigge reported that there are two new board members, Barb Schaller from Maries County and Bobby Limberg from Gasconade County. She also informed the board that Belle High School just received an estate donation from the Lefler family of $219,000 for scholarships. Ms. Prigge noted that they are working on goals by county.
Chairman Report: 
Chairman Ray Schwartze thanked Dent County and Salem for hosting the annual dinner. He concluded his report by wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.
Director Report: 
Bonnie Prigge informed the board that a community is needed to host Dr. Schuman’s class. She added that this is a good partnership with S&T. Shane Anselm highly recommend participating in this partnership as a community can get a lot of good input. 
Ms. Prigge reminded the board she, Anne Freand, and Preston Kramer will be meeting with officials in Pulaski County on Monday and Gasconade County on Thursday regarding transportation issues.  

The next Meramec Morning meeting will be Nov. 29 in Chamois at the bakery and all Osage County representatives were invited to attend. 

Ms. Prigge reported that LTAP class attendance has been down and encouraged anyone in need of training to reach out to them.

She closed her report with the following reminders:


- TAC will meet at 3:30 and Dec. 14 and festive food will be provided. The committee 

will be voting on transportation priorities.


- State representatives will receive an invitation to join us for the December MRPC 
meeting.

- In January, our federal legislators will be invited to join us.

Adjourn
Ray Schwartze made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:58 p.m.; T.R. Dudlley seconded the motion. The motion carried.
_____________________________________

________________________________
Ray Schwartze, chairman
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