Gasconade Valley Enterprise Zone
encompassing portions of Gasconade, Maries and Osage counties of Missouri


Gasconade Valley Enterprise Zone Board Meeting Minutes
Jan. 19, 2017
The Gasconade Valley Enterprise Zone met 1:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 19, 2017, at the Maries County Bank, Highway 63, Vienna, Mo. 
Meeting was called to order by President Ray Schwartze at 1:30 p.m

Members present: Mark Wallace, Mark Hayes, Ray Schwartze, Jerry Lairmore (by phone), and Shelle Jacob. Members absent: Lloyd Honse, Randy Blaske and Dave Dudenhoeffer. Guests: Eli McDonald of Hermann. Staff: Bonnie Prigge of MRPC. 
Board Appointments—President Ray Schwartze : Terms expiring in January 2017 are Mark Wallace for Gasconade County, Lloyd Honse for Maries County and Dave Dudenhoeffer for Osage County. Re-appointments will serve until January 2020. Motion by Mark Hayes, seconded by Mark Wallace to approve county appointments once they are received from counties. Motion  passed.
Review and approval of minutes  Jerry Lairmore made a motion to approve the Jan. 21, 2016, minutes. Seconded by Mark Hayes. Motion passed to approve minutes.
Election of Officers:  President Schwartze appointed those present at meeting as the nominating committee. The committee then discussed officers and developed a slate. 2016 officers were Ray Schwartze—President; Mark Hayes—Vice President; Dave Dudenhoeffer—Secretary; Secretary—vacant. 
Mark Hayes is not eligible to serve another term as vice chairman, per bylaws. The following slate was presented: President Ray Schwartze, Vice President Shelle Jacobs, Secretary Dave Dudenhoeffer, Treasurer—Mark Wallace; Jerry Lairmore made a motion to approve the slate of officers; seconded by Mark Wallace. Motion passed.                                                • 
Financials: Mark Hayes made a motion to accept the year-financials for Dec. 31, 2016, as presented. Shelle Jacobs seconded. Motion approved. 
2017 Budget: Motion was made by Mark Wallace to approve the 2017 budget. Seconded by Jerry Lairmore. Motion approved. 
Renewal of MRPC Contracts: GVEZ contracts with MRPC for technical/administrative work and fiscal work. Contract includes hourly rates with a cost not to exceed. Some hourly rates increased, but cost not to exceed is the same as in 2016. Motion was made by Mark Wallace to approve the 2016-17 (July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017) renewal contract with MRPC. Seconded by Jerry Hayes. Motion approved. 

Fund-Raising Campaign—Bonnie Prigge reported that letters to potential donors would be prepared. Board members were asked to volunteer to follow up with assigned companies. Bonnie will notify when letters have been mailed. Bonnie will also send bills/contribution requests to companies using the EEZ benefits.
Enhanced Enterprise Zone Update: Bonnie Prigge reported that Quaker Window has filed a notice of intent to claim EEZ benefits for its third building in Maries County.
Certified Work Ready Communities – Bonnie Prigge reported that Maries County had achieved CWRC designation and is at 79 percent of its renewal goal. Osage County was at 94 percent of CWRC goal, and is needing eight transitioning workers. Gasconade County was at 89 percent of the CWRC goal and is needing 23 transitioning workers. Board members suggested that Work Keys testing information be provided to local libraries and CMCA in Linn. GVEZ/MRPC did secure three separate county grants to test high schools students. That occurred in November, December and January with 243 more students in the three county area now having NCRC certificates.
Community/Economic Development Update/ Board Member Reports: 
Eli McDonald: Hermann is the tourism designated marketing organization. Lodging tax in Hermann was up 24 percent in 2016. The Living Farm in Hermann is open and attracting visitors. Hermann has had 12-15 new businesses open in the past two years. A distillery is planning to open in Hermann. City is still looking to attract a general merchandise store.

Mark Wallace: Old fire station is now the city welcome center.

Jerry Lairmore: Emhart Glass has added on. City is working on a marketing package with incentives. JNL2 Restaurant has closed but there is some interest in building.

Shelle Jacobs: Dr. Shawn Strong is the new president at State Tech. A new welding building is on campus. State Tech now offers welding certificates that do not require algebra, etc.  New Health Care building to be done by Fall 2018 for nursing and radiography. Cuts by new governor will have impact on State Tech.

Next Meetings—Thursday, Aug. 17 in State Technical College in Linn. 1:30 p.m. GVEZ meeting; 3 p.m. EEZ meetings for Maries, Gasconade, Osage and Chamois. Counties may need to make some appointments to these boards to ensure that they are current for the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 2:30. Motion by Mark Hayes, Seconded by Mark Wallace to adjourn. Motion passed.
Jan. 19, 2017, minutes approved: 

President







Date

____________________________________________________________________________________

Attest








Date

4 Industrial Drive  •  St. James, Mo. 65559  •  (573) 265-2993   •  FAX (573) 265-3550

