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Community Profile 
 
History and Development 
 
Pulaski County is named after Polish General Casmir Pulaski of the 
American Revolution. In 1818 Pulaski County was organized but did not 
survive.  Its boundary included no part of present day Pulaski County.  
Another Pulaski County, organized in January 19-1833, passed through 
many boundary changes before the present boundaries were set in 1859.   
 
First courts met in homes. In February 1843 officials moved the county seat 
to Waynesville, and contractor Allen Hamor built on the present site two-
story, brick courthouse. Although badly damaged in the Civil War, the 
courthouse continued in use until 1872 when it was considered beyond 
repair and no longer safe for storing records or holding court. In 1872-73 a 
two-story, brick courthouse, was built on part of the old courthouse 
foundation. Fire consumed the building June 13-1903. 
 
Fire destroyed most of Pulaski County Court records 1903. The only known reference to 
Pulaski County history prior to 1898 is Goodspeed’s 1898 History. The courthouse was 
rebuilt in March 1904.  Pulaski County courthouse became a historic site in 1979. 

 

�
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Incorporated areas in Pulaski County and their dates of incorporation are 
Crocker 1912 Dixon 1889, Richland 1884, St. Robert 1953 and Waynesville 
1931. 
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Government 
  
Pulaski County is governed by the three-member County Commission, 
composed of a Presiding Commissioner, representing all the county’s 
population, elected for a four-year term in one election and two Associate 
Commissioner, representing roughly half the county’s population each, 
elected for four-year terms in the next election.  The county government has 
the authority to administer county structures, infrastructures and finances as 
well as floodplain regulations. Third class counties do not have building 
regulations. Other county officials include the county clerk, assessor, circuit 
clerk and recorder, collector, treasurer, prosecuting attorney, sheriff, public 
administrator, coroner and emergency management director. 
 

 
Current Pulaski County Courthouse 
 
Geography, Geology and Climate 
 
Pulaski County is composed of 551 square miles and just under 97 square miles of that 
territory is occupied by the giant Fort Leonard Wood military installation established 
there in 1940. 
 
Pulaski County’s climate consists of often hot, humid summers with temperatures 
occasionally climbing into the 90s and winters with much colder temperatures 
occasionally dipping to the teens and periods of snowfall from November through March 
with monthly averages of three inches or more, amounting to an average of almost 20 
inches of snow per year. Pulaski County’s annual precipitation averages 44.4 inches per 
year. Pulaski County is underlain by Ordovician-Age bedrock. 
 
Topographically, like much of central and south-central Missouri, Pulaski County’s 
topography is characterized by highly dissected plateaus. 
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Pulaski County is located in the southern section of central Missouri. The county is 
bordered on the north by Miller 
and Maries counties, on the 
south by Laclede and Texas 
counties, on the east by Phelps 
County and on the west by 
Camden and Laclede counties. 
 
As part of the Ozarks Plateau, 
Pulaski County features include 
highly dissected plateaus. 
Missouri has some of the most 
diverse geology in the country. 
Pulaski County’s geology is 
characterized by the Ordovician 
period that occurred 505 to 441 
million years ago. The oldest 
rocks are those that tend toward 
red and orange on the map to 
the right. The youngest rock 
formations are those that tend 
toward blue and green.  
 

 
 
Generally, Pulaski County’s climate is mild. Table 1-1 describes the county’s normal 
highs and lows as well as record highs and lows and precipitation amounts as measured at 
Waynesville. 

 
Table 1-1 Pulaski County’s Climate 

 
Month  Normal 

High 
Normal 
Low 

Normal 
Precip 

Normal 
Snow 

Record 
High 

Record 
Low 

Record 
Precip 

Record 
Snow 

January  44 19 2.26 7.9 79 -23 5.36 42.5 
February  50 24 2.40 4.5 85 -23 7.63 21.5 

March  61 32 3.94 2.4 87 -14 8.54 32.0 
April  71 41 4.09 .4 99 -13 11.78 6.0 
May 77 51 4.71 0 94 25 11.12 0 
June  84 60 4.19 0 104 35 14.78 0 
July  89 65 3.74 0 115 42 12.41 0 

August  88 63 3.54 0 107 36 9.07 0 
Sept.  81 55 4.06 0 104 24 12.72 0 
Oct.  72 43 3.87 0 97 11 10.74 0 
Nov.  58 33 4.36 1.7 85 -3 10.35 21.0 
Dec. 48 23 3.33 2.4 79 -25 10.58 19.8 
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Pulaski County Population Growth
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Demographic Information 
 
Pulaski County’s 2000 population was 41,165 with nearly 14,000 of the number at the 
giant Fort Leonard Wood military installation.  Other communities in the county and their 
2000 populations are Crocker (1,033), Dixon (1,570), Richland (1,805), St. Robert 
(2,760), Waynesville (3,507), leaving about 17,000 or nearly 39% of the county’s 
population living in unincorporated areas. 
 
Unlike many 
counties in the 
central region of 
Missouri, Pulaski 
County’s 
population actually 
decreased by 
almost 150 people 
from 1990 to 
20001. Since 1900 
Pulaski County’s 
population 
increased from 
10,394 to the 2000 
population of 
41,165. The 
county’s population jumped from 10,392 in 1950 to 46,567 in 1960 when the population 
of Fort Leonard Wood was entered in the county’s total, indicating much of the county’s 
population growth involves the military installation. In fact, three of the county’s five 
communities lost population from 1990 to 2000. Only St. Robert, which increased from 
1,730 residents in 1990 to 2,760 in 2000, and Waynesville, which increased from 3,207 
in 1990 to 3,507 in 2000, grew from 1990 to 2000. Both communities might be expected 
to be benefiting from growth at Fort Leonard Wood. Furthermore, Census Bureau 
projects show Pulaski County’s population growing by 3,065 or 7.4% from 2000-2003, 
compared to a statewide growth rate of .8%. However, considering long term growth 
patterns, it can be anticipated that if that growth has occurred it will more likely occurred 
in the Fort Leonard Wood, St. Robert and Waynesville areas. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 There is reason to believe that Pulaski County was under-counted by several thousand 
residents in 2000 but the undercount appears to relate to the Fort Leonard Wood 
population and not the rest of the county. 
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The historic population trends in Pulaski County are shown in the table 1-2. 
 

Table 1-2 Historic Population Trends 
 
Community  1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 
Crocker  *** *** 506 522 453 712 821 814 979 1077 1033 
Dixon  500 715 810 721 741 988 1473 1387 1402 1585 1570 
Richland  736 884 955 945 985 1133 1662 1783 1922 2029 1805 
St. Robert  *** *** *** *** *** *** 860 1465 1735 1730 2760 
Waynesville  *** 257 293 392 468 1010 2377 3375 2879 3207 3507 

 
 

Much of Pulaski County’s population stagnation can be explained by the fact that there 
are few good paying job opportunities in the county other than those associated with Fort 
Leonard Wood. Of a total employment of 10,187 in the first quarter of 2000, only 270 of 
those jobs in the county were associated with manufacturing. Large sectors of 
employment were retail trade (2,367), Services (1,898) and Government (4,432). All 
three of these sectors could be expected to be benefiting because Fort Leonard Wood is 
located in Pulaski County. 
 
Pulaski County’s population is extremely diverse, mainly because of the population of 
Fort Leonard Wood where over 16,000 soldiers from throughout the nation are trained 
annually in three phases of basic combat training. The military installation’s population is 
60% white non-Hispanic, 21.6 Black, 11.4% Hispanic with people of other races or two 
or more racing making up the remainder of the population. The remainder of the county’s 
population located away from the military base is fairly homogeneous. 
 
Much of Pulaski County’s non-military population continued to live in unincorporated 
areas. Table 1-3 shows the number of Pulaski County citizens living in incorporated and 
unincorporated areas in 1990 and 2000. 
 

Table 1-3 
 

 #2000 Percent  #1990 Percent  Change  Percent  
Total Persons  41,165  41,307    

Urban Population  20,923 51% 22,237 54% -1314 -6% 
Rural Population  20,242 49% 19,070 46% 1172 +6% 

Persons on Farms  545 1.3%% 719 1.7% -174 -24% 
Person Per Square Mile  75.3      
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The demographic makeup of all of Pulaski County in 2000 is shown in the table 1-4. 
 
Table 1-4 Pulaski County Demographic Makeup 

 
 
Age 

# % State % 

Under 5  3,151 7.7 6.6 
5-9 3,101 7.5 7.1 
10-14 3,342 8.1 7.4 
15-17 1,745 4.2 4.4 
18-19 2,578 6.3 2.9 
20-24 4,186 10.2 6.6 
25-34 6,978 17 13.2 
35-44 6,333 15.4 15.9 
45-54 3,966 9.6 13.3 
55-59 1,470 3.6 5 
60-64 1,063 2.6 4.1 
65-74 1,899 4.6 7 
75-84 1,003 2.4 4.7 
Over 85  350 .9 1.8 
    
Race and Hispanic  # %  
White Alone Not Hispanic  31,174 75.7 83.8 
Black Alone  4,928 12 11.4 
American Indian/Alaska Native Alone  488 1.2 .5 
Other race alone  1,143 2.8 .8 
Hispanic  2,465 6 2.1 
    
Relationship  # % State % 
Families  10,037 74.6 67.3 
Married Couples  8,376 62.2 52 
Married Couples with Children <18  4,511 33.5 22.7 
Singl e Mothers  865 6.4 11.6 
Other Families  464 3.4 5.8 
Non-Family HHs  3,419 25.4 32.7 
Persons Living Alone  2,929 21.8 27.3 
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Age of Pulaski Count Housing
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Both the age distribution (ages 15-34) and the race distribution of the 2000 Pulaski 
County population show the impact of the large Fort Leonard military installation on the 
demographics of the county. 
 
Fifty-three percent of Pulaski County housing 
units have been constructed since 1970 with 
the large number (3,031) of the total of 15,408 
housing units were constructed in the 1970-
1979 time period, and the second large 
number (2,697) were constructed in the 1980-
1989 time period. 
 
 
 
Schools and Universities 
 
Pulaski County has five elementary and secondary education institutions besides those on 
the county’s large Fort Leonard Wood military base. Those schools and their 2002 
enrollments are: Crocker 519, Dixon 1132, Laquey 642, Richland 635 and Waynesville 
5076. Fort Leonard Wood has five schools (four elementary, one middle). 
 
Considering most workforce experts expect the good-paying jobs for the future to require 
some amount of post-secondary education, Pulaski County youths may face a challenge 
in filling those jobs if they are attracted to the county. Of Pulaski County’s five school 
districts, between 25.6% and 58.9% (Crocker 42.8%, Dixon 58.9, Laquey 25.6, Richland 
58.9 and Waynesville 55.4) of the students are pursuing post-secondary education. 
Missouri’s average is 64.4%. Pulaski County, essentially because of the presence of Fort 
Leonard Wood in the county has access to the post-secondary education offerings of 
Central Texas College, Drury University, Columbia College, Lincoln University, Park 
University, University of Missouri-Rolla and Webster University. 
 
In addition, military training facilities located on Fort Leonard Wood include the 
Engineer School, the Chemical School, the Military Police School, the Center of 
Excellence for Homeland Defense, the 7th Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) Civil 
Support Team (CST) as well as the 3rd Training Brigade where over 16,000 U.S. Army 
soldiers receive their 9-week basic training per year. 
 
Building and Fire Codes 
 
Planning and zoning and building codes are in effect in the City of St. Robert. 
 
Floodplain Management 
 
The county’s floodplain management activity heretofore has consisted of the replacement 
of low water crossings and bridges that are in flood-prone areas. 
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NFIP Participation 
 
Pulaski County (1985) as well as the communities of Richland (1984) and Waynesville 
(1976) participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 
 
Land use information 
 
Although very little of Pulaski County has been mapped for land use, most commercial 
development is around major highway routes in communities in the county, most of the 
rest of the communities are residential and much of the unincorporated portion of the 
county is set aside for agricultural uses. The City of St. Robert does utilize planning and 
zoning. 
 
Environmental Concerns/Endangered Species 
 
There are no significant environmental concerns in Pulaski County but according to the 
Heritage database of the Missouri Department of Conservation, the county is potentially 
home to a number of endangered species or species of concern. Those species include the 
Cooper’s Hawk, the Sharp Shinned Hawk, the Elktoe, the Central Missouri Cave 
Amphipod, the Alabama Shad, the Ringer Salamander, the Great Blue Heron, the Red-
Shouldered Hawk, the Salem Cave Crayfish, the Bristly Sedge, the Highfin Carpsucker, 
the March Wren, the Eastern Hellbender, the Spectaclecase, the Cerulean Warbler, the 
Plains Topminnow, the Common Moorhen, the Bald Eagle, the Mooneye, the Long-
Tailed Weasel, the Gray Bat, the Northern Myotis, the Indiana Bat, the Blacknose Shiner, 
the Golden Mouse, the Bluestripe Darter, the Ouachita Kidneyshell, the Onondagae Cave 
Amphipod, the Bell’s Vireo and the White Camas. 
 
Historic Properties 
 
The Old Stagecoach Stop, located at 106 Lynn St. in Waynesville, is a two-story Civil 
War hospital and hotel being restored to various periods in its 140-year history. It is on 
the National Record of Historic Places. Other Pulaski County properties on the state’ 
historic preservation listing are the Decker Cave archaeological site, the Calloway Manes 
homestead NW of Richland, Onyx Cave and the old Pulaski County Courthouse.  
 
Archaeological Sites 
 
According to the Archaeological Society of Missouri, there are 798 archaeological sites 
in Pulaski County. This is among the largest number of sites of any of Missouri’s 114 
counties. No effort has been made to locate those sites to protect their integrity. 

 
Community Partnerships 
 
Pulaski County and the cities therein cooperate on a wide rage of issues, including 
infrastructure, law enforcement, road maintenance and emergency services. The county 
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cooperates with the cities in the county on transportation issues as well as with state 
agencies such as the Missouri Department of Transportation. 
 
Economy, Industry and Employment 
 
The lack of suitable transportation routes cripples the ability of northern Pulaski County 
to compete in economic development competition. The poor condition and safety record 
of Route 17 leading to Crocker and Route 28 leading to Dixon particularly damage the 
economic competitiveness of those communities. The manufacturing sectors of the 
economies of Crocker, Dixon and Richland were damaged or in some cases decimated 
toward the end of the 20th century, and the retail sectors of those communities have 
suffered as well. On the other hand, the expansion of Fort Leonard Wood has provided a 
strong economic boost to the community of St. Robert and a lesser boost to the 
community of Waynesville as businesses, particularly restaurants and motels) have 
emerged to accommodate the needs of Fort Leonard Wood’s military population and its 
visiting families. 
 
Only 13.3% of Pulaski County’s labor force works outside the county. The county’s 
workforce stood at 14,783 in November, 2003, and the county’s November, 2003 
unemployment rate was 4%.  
 
The main employers are schools, restaurants, grocers-retail, food service-management, 
churches, nursing and convalescent homes, banks, schools-universities and colleges and 
department stores. The following table shows Pulaski County’s occupational picture. 

 
Occupational Sector Number of 

Employers 
Number 
Employed  

Total 
Wages 

Avg. 
Weekly 

Total All Industries 754 10,178 $55,016,748 $415 

Private Total 662 5,766 $24,863,500 $332 
     
Agricultural Services 6 27 $72,975 $208 

Nonmetallic 
Minerals 

3 26 $259,308 $767 

Gen. Bldg. 
Contractor 

28 139 $737,908 $408 

Heavy Const.  4 11 $58,053 $406 
Lumber/Wood Prod.  6 44 $213,686 $374 
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Occupational Sector Number of 
Employers 

Number 
Employed  

Total 
Wages 

Avg. 
Weekly 

Printing/Publishing 5 94 $405,349 $332 

Stone/Clay/Glass 4 33 $174,648 $407 

Trans. /Public 
Utilities 

    

Motor 
Freight/Warehse 

29 118 $518,628 $330 

Trans. Services 3 21 $86,427 $317 

Communications 9 97 $589,064 $467 

Elec.,Gas, Sanitary 4 40 $316,085 $608 

Wholesale     

Whlse Durable 10 38 $179,234 $363 

Whlse Nondurable 8 38 $148,336 $300 

Retail Trade     

Builing Mat./Garden 10 106 $420,359 $305 

Gen. Mdse. Stores 13 249 $985,409 $304 

Auto Dlrs/Gas 
Stations 

41 441 $1,898,644 $331 

Food Stores 16 296 $958,928 $249 

Apparel/Accessory 3 26 $54,154 $160 

Furniture Stores 10 68 $250,887 $284 
Eating Drinking Est.  65 1,030 $3,105,391 $232 
Misc. Retail 39 151 $519,001 $264 

     

Finance,Ins., 
Real Est 

    

Depository Inst.  15 254 $1,498,647 $454 
Non-Dep. Credit 9 31 $144,547 $359 
Ins.  15 31 $151,824 $377 
Real Estate 26 64 $260,514 $313 
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Services     

Hotels, Camps 14 132 $294,219 $171 

Personal Services 26 237 $1,327,107 $431 

Business Services 18 152 $1,001,948 $507 

Auto Repair 24 81 $333,342 $317 

Misc. Repair 11 19 $83,795 $339 

Motion Pictures 5 23 $52,129 $174 

Amusement/Rec 9 20 $55,389 $213 

Health Services 30 582 $2,707,148 $358 

Legal Services 10 37 $180,280 $375 

Educational Svcs 7 146 $682,195 $359 

Social Services 29 187 $594,414 $245 

Membership Org. 9 32 $82,816 $199 

Eng./Accting/ Resrch 12 241 $1,652,169 $527 

Government     

Federal  29 2,608 $19,781,481 $523 

State 15 129 $877,476 $523 

Local 48 1,695 $9,495,291 $431 

 
 
Commuting Patterns 
 
86.7% of the population work in Pulaski County. Those working outside the county 
largely travel to Camden, Laclede and Phelps counties. 
 
Recreational Facilities 
 
Pulaski County’s natural beauty is spearheaded and tourism development is spearheaded 
by the Gasconade River running through the north central portion of the county, the Big 
Piney River running through the eastern edge of the county and Roubidoux Creek that 
runs in a north/south direction through the central portion of the county. All these bodies 
of water provide bluffs, springs and hardwood forests as well as canoeing, camping and 
other recreational opportunities. The Gasconade River is one of the top streams in 
Missouri for producing big smallmouth bass and both the Big and Little Piney Rivers 
derived their names from pines trees that grow along their banks. Various outfitters exist 
in the county to offer recreation along these rivers through the use of canoes, innertubes, 
kayaks or jon boats. Also, there are cabins, campgrounds and pavilions along the rivers to 
provide additional recreational opportunities. The Osage River Fork runs through Pulaski 
County, also. Other sites available for public use include the Dixon towersite, Riddle 
Bridge Access, Schlicht Springs Access, Gasconade Hills Conservation Area (CA), 
Roubidoux Creek CA, Laughlin Roubidoux Park, Fort Leonard Wood towersite, Great 
Spirit Cave, Ross Access and Ryder Cave. 
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Roubidoux Spring with an average flow of 37 million gallons per day is a popular scuba 
diving spot, especially because of Roubidoux Cave located under the spring offering the 
opportunity for cave diving. Camping opportunities are offered along the spring, also. 
 
Pulaski County contains several thousand acres of the 1.5 million acre Mark Twain 
National Forest that offers plentiful wildflowers and wildlife of interest to hunters, 
fishers, wildlife photographers and observers. 

 
Fort Leonard Wood offers many cultural opportunities as well. The Walker Museum, 
also known as the U.S. Army Engineer Museum, features exhibits on the history of Fort 
Leonard Wood, combat and topographic engineer exhibits, a World War II compound as 
well as weaponry, demolitions, airborne and amphibious exhibits. Over 100,000 people 
visit the museum each year. Also available to visit on the large military installation are 
the Black Officer’s Club, Gammon Field, Miller Cave, Rolla Heath School and 
Congressman Ike Skelton’s boyhood home. 
 
There are no historic districts in Pulaski County. 
 

Transportation and Utilities 
 
Roadways 
 
The main highway transportation artery in Pulaski County is Interstate 44 running in an 
east-west direction through the county. Other major routes running in essentially a 
north/south direction are Highway 17 to Crocker, Highway 28 to Dixon and Highway 7 
to Richland and Highway 133 running east/west from Interstate 44 through Richland and 
on to Crocker.  
 
Railroads 
 
The Burlington Northern and Sante Fe (BNSF) Railroad runs through the northern 
portion of the county, traveling through Crocker, Dixon and Richland. 
 
Airports 
 
There are two airports in Pulaski County—Forney Field located at Fort Leonard Wood, 
offering commercial air service and the Richland Airport. 
 
Public Transportation 
 
Public transportation is Pulaski County is very limited in most parts of the county. There 
are three taxi companies located in the St. Robert/Waynesville area. There is also an 
OATS van transportation system that is limited mainly to the transport of elderly and 
disabled citizens. 
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Electricity and Natural Gas 
 
Sho-Me Power Corporation sells to the municipalities who sell to Pulaski County 
residents. Rural areas of the county are served by Laclede and Gasc-Osage Electrical 
Cooperatives. There is limited natural gas service in Pulaski County in the communities 
of Richland and Waynesville. 
 
Emergency Management 
 
Pulaski County 9-1-1 calls are dispatched from the communications center in the Pulaski 
County Courthouse in Waynesville. 
 
The Pulaski County Commission has approved the Pulaski County Emergency 
Operations Plan. This plan was developed and is maintained as required by local county 
commission order, as required by Chapter 44 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri and 
Federal Emergency Management Agency guidance. The county has a part-time volunteer 
emergency management director. 
 
Emergency Medical Services 
 
Ambulance service is provided in most of Pulaski County by the Pulaski County 
Ambulance District with stations located in Crocker, Waynesville and Richland. The 
district has direct dispatch capabilities. The Dixon Ambulance Service serves the portion 
of the county that encompasses the Dixon School District. 

 
Fire Departments 
 
Fire department in Pulaski County include Tri-County (Richland area), Dixon (city and 
rural), Hazelgreen (rural), St. Robert, Waynesville and Crocker (city and rural). 
 
Solid Waste Service 
 
Waste disposal service is provided by the Zeigenbein Sanitation, Mideast Services and 
Waste Corp. 

 
Telephone Service 
 
Sprint provides service to Fort Leonard Wood, Richland, St. Robert, Waynesville and the 
rural areas surrounding these communities. AllTel Missouri, Inc. provide services to 
Crocker and Dixon, as well as the surrounding area. 
 
Water and Wastewater Systems 
 
Communities with central water and wastewater systems in Pulaski County include 
Crocker, Dixon, Richland, St. Robert and Waynesville.  Water service is provided in 
some portions of the county by Pulaski County’s three public water supply districts, and 



��������	� Community Profile-15 

wastewater services are provided in some areas of the county by the county’s two public 
sewer districts. The remainder of the county is served by private wells and septic systems.  
 
Key Community Facilities 
 
A key part of this Mitigation Plan is identification and inventorying of Pulaski County’s 
critical facilities. The purpose of the critical facilities inventory is to maintain information 
on buildings and support facilities that are essential to the response and recovery of a 
community from a disaster. Even though it is important to reduce or eliminate risks to a 
number of sites in Pulaski County, there are several types of structures that are more 
important to protect because damage to these critical facilities can harm the delivery of 
vital services, can cause greater damages to other sectors of the county or can put special 
populations at risk. 
 
Medical Facilities 
 
Other than the Fort Leonard Wood Hospital on the military base, there are no hospitals in 
Pulaski County. County residents relay primarily on the Phelps County Regional Medical 
Center in Rolla, the Lake of the Ozarks General Hospital in Osage Beach, Breech 
Medical Center in Lebanon, Capital Regional in Jefferson City, St. Mary’s Health Center 
in Jefferson City, Cox Medical Center in Springfield, St. John’s Regional Health Center 
in Springfield and the University of Missouri Hospital and Clinics in Columbia. 
 
Physician’s offices and primary care clinics in the county include: 
·  Central Ozarks Medical Center and Dental Resources, 304 W. Washington, 
Richland 
·  Ozark Health Services, 608 City Route 66, St. Robert 
·  Dixon Family Practice, 206 W. Second St., Dixon 
·  Richland Family Practice, 904 S. Pine St., Richland 
·  Dr. Benny Thomas, Crocker, Dixon and Waynesville 
·  Dr. Colyer, 106 N. Commercial, Crocker 
 
Long term care facilities in Pulaski County include: 
·  Sunset Village of the Ozarks, I-44 and Highway 28 
·  Tri-County Nursing Home, 414 N. Locust, Richland 
·  Waynesville Nursing Center, 700 Birch Lane, Waynesville 
 
Licensed day care facilities in Pulaski County include: 

·  St. Robert Day Care, St. Robert 
·  Kathleen G. Case, Victory Road, Waynesville 
·  Johanna J. Estrella, Waynesville 
·  Jessie and Mary Gordon, Highway T, Waynesville 
·  Lloyd and Marie Henson, Dixon 
·  Thomas and Theresa Moore, Forest Hills, Waynesville 
·  James and Cora Prater, Dixon 
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·  Howard and Ayrus Reynolds, Richland 
·  Jeffery and Brenda Ridgeway, Dixon 
·  Joe and Billy Jean Walker, 1 Dogwood Old Farm Estates, Waynesville 
·  Pride and Joy Child Development, 309 W. Second St., Dixon 
·  A to Z Daycare and Preschool, 121 VFD Road, St. Robert 
·  Allen’s Hope, Inc., 24045 Turtle Lane, Waynesville 
·  Candyland Day Care, 106 Bosa, St. Robert 
·  Muchkinland Preschool Daycare, 1809-A W. Historic 66, Waynesville 
·  Toddle Town, 13997 Blue Road, Crocker 
·  Wee Wonders Day Care, 1700 Long Dr., Waynesville 

 
 
 

Wetlands Issues 
 
Pulaski County is not conducive to the development of sizeable wetlands but there are 
numerous small wetlands around the county. 
 
Other Community Plans 
 
Other community plans reviewed as part of the development of this plan included the 
Lake of the Ozarks Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy, the St. Robert 
Comprehensive Plan, the Missouri Department of Transportation State Transportation 
Improvement Plan (STIP) and the Pulaski County Emergency Operations Plan.  
 
Development Trends and Annexation 
 
Even though Pulaski County’s population held relatively constant in recent censuses, the 
county is composed of areas experiencing sizeable commercial development and or 
population growth (St. Robert and Waynesville) and areas that have seen stagnant or 
declining population levels and commercial development (Crocker, Dixon and Richland). 
Much of the county’s growth is attributable to the increasing size of Fort Leonard Wood. 
The 63,000-acre military installation established in 1940 is home to an active-duty 
population of about 11,275, with 5,218 family members, 100 Guard, 200 Reserve and 
4,937 civilians. Pulaski County’s 75.3 people per square mile recorded in the 2000 census 
was just below the state average of 81.2. 
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Census Bureau estimates call for continued decreases in Pulaski County’s population. 
Bureau estimates call for the 2000 population of 41,165 to 39,561 in 2010 to 35,915 by 
2025. Assuming the Bureau believes the population of Fort Leonard Wood will hold 
constant or grow slightly, population decreases of the magnitude the Bureau currently 
projects would almost certain come from communities outside the military installation 
and in the rural portion of the county. With the continued existence of Fort Leonard 
Wood, it could be expected that the populations of the communities of St. Robert and 
Waynesville will continue to grow. If the populations of those communities do hold 
steady or grow, the other Pulaski County communities of Crocker, Dixon and Richland 
could be hit with sizeable population decreases if Bureau estimates hold true. Decreases 
of this sort could seriously impact the ability of those communities to maintain all types 
of their infrastructure, including their water and wastewater systems, their public safety 
structure, their schools and many other elements that are important if communities are to 
be stable or grow. Because of the projected lack of growth in most of Pulaski County, it 
is not anticipated that land use patterns will change much in the county for the next 20+ 
years especially in and around the communities of Crocker, Dixon and Richland and in 
rural portions of the county. Another factor impacting Pulaski County is that nearly 25% 
of the county’s land area is either owned or strictly controlled by the federal government 
through the Fort Leonard Wood military installation or the Mark Twain National Forest. 
 
Through the 1990s land use patterns in Pulaski County changed little with the exception 
of expansion of residential and commercial uses in the communities of St. Robert and 
Waynesville.  
 
On the other hand, the Bureau’s population projections for Pulaski County could be off-
the-mark. Pulaski County government and most of the communities in the county 
currently have strategic economic development efforts ongoing and regional authorities 
have placed a high priority on improvements to Highways 17 and 28 that are so important 
to the economic development prospects of Crocker and Dixon, respectively.  
 
The current appraised value and of properties in Pulaski County with projections for 
incorporated areas is shown in the table 1-5. 
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Table 1- 5 Pulaski County Appraised Property Value 

 

Historic Districts 
There are no historic districts in Pulaski County. 
 
Significant Cultural/ Social Issues 
There are no known significant cultural or social issues in Pulaski County. 
 
Media Coverage 
Newspapers serving Pulaski County are the Dixon Pilot, the Fort Wood Gateway Guide, 
the Richland Mirror, the Lebanon Daily Record and the Rolla Daily News. Radio stations 
predominant in Pulaski County are  KLWT1230 AM/92.1FM (Lebanon), KTTR 1490 
AM (Rolla), KFBD 1270 AM/97.7 FM (Waynesville) and KJPW 1390 AM/ 102.3 FM 
(Waynesville).  KFB D 1270 AM/97.7 FM in Waynesville is the primary warning radio 
station for Pulaski County.  Primary television stations for Pulaski County are channels 3, 
10, 27 and 33 in Springfield and channels 8 and 13 in Jefferson City. 

 Current  Conditions   Potential  Future  Conditions  
Type of 

Development 
Number 

of 
Existing 
Private 

Buildings 

 
Dollar Exposure 

Current 
Number 

of 
People 

Projected 
Number of 

Private 
Buildings 

Projected 
Number of 

Private 
Buildings 

Projected Number 
of People 

Residential  16,167 $579,548,211     
Crocker 522 $15,628,579 1,052 548 $18,871,509  
Dixon 673 $24,866,632 1,570 707 $30,026,458  

Richland 819 $25,927,421 1,805 860 $27,294,965  
St. Robert 771 $67,548,053 2,760 925 $93,216,313  

Waynesville 1,476 $90,274,895 3,507 1,491 $119,388,549  
Incorporated 
Areas Total 

 
4,261 

 
$220,842,317 

    

Unincorporated 
Areas Total 

 
11,906 

 
$358,705,892 

    

Commercial  856 $126,628,625     
Crocker 50 $3,535,687  52 $4,269,342  
Dixon 99 $7,154,812  104 $8,639,435  

Richland 75 $6,072,219  79 $6,067,574  
St. Robert 256 $67,530,812  307 $93,192,520  

Waynesville 116 $10,202,625  133 $13,492,972  
Incorporated 

Areas 
 

596 
 

$93,448,842 
    

Unincorporated 
Areas 

 
260 

 
$33,179,783 

    

Agriculture  3,739 $30,859,583     
Crocker 11 $36,667  11 $42,167  
Dixon 5 $7,417  5 $8,530  

Richland 17 $118,083  17 $80,788  
St. Robert 40 $228,650  40 $263,063  

Waynesville 57 $244,417  57 $281,080  
Incorporated 

Areas 
 

130 
 

$587,501 
    

Unincorporated 
Areas 

 
3,609 

 
$30,272,082 

    

TOTAL  $737,036,417     
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Pulaski County City Profiles 
 

 
Crocker 
 
Total population    1,052 
Classification    fourth class city 
Government Form   board of aldermen/mayor 
Median Household Income  $29,583 
Housing units    503 
Median housing value   $55,900 
Master Plan    no 
Emergency Operations Plan  no 
Zoning regulations   no 
Building regulations   no 
Subdivision regulations   no 
Stormwater regulations   no 
Floodplain regulations   no 
Water service    municipal 
Sewer service    municipal 
Electric Service    Gasc-Osage Electric Cooperative 
Fire Service    Crocker Fire Departmnt 
Ambulance Service   Pulaski County Ambulance 
Rivers/streams    none 
Major highway(s)   Highways 17 and 133 
 
Dixon 

  
Total population    1,613 

 Classification    fourth class city 
 Government form   board of aldermen/mayor 
 Median household income  $21,821 
 Housing units    787 
 Median housing value   $57,000 
 Master Plan    no 
 Emergency Operations Plan  no 
 Zoning regulations   no 
 Building regulations   no 
 Subdivision regulations   no 
 Stormwater regulations   no 
 Floodplain regulations   no 
 Water service    municipal 
 Sewer service    municipal 
 Electric service    Gasc-Osage Electric Cooperative 
 Fire service    municipal 
 Ambulance service   Pulaski County Ambulance 
 Rivers/streams    
 Major highway(s)   28 
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Richland 
  

Population    1,814 
 Classification    fourth class city 
 Government form   board of aldermen/mayor 
 Median household income  $22,821 
 Housing units    939 
 Median housing value   $54,400 
 Master Plan    no 
 Emergency Operations Plan  no 
 Zoning regulations   no 
 Building regulations   no 
 Subdivision regulations   no 
 Stormwater regulations   no 
 Floodplain regulations   no 
 Water service    municipal 
 Electric service    municipal 
 Fire service    municipal 
 Ambulance service   Pulaski County Ambulance 
 Rivers/streams    no 
 Major highway(s)   7 and 133 
 

St. Robert 
  

Population    2,717 
 Classification    fourth class 
 Government form   board of aldermen/mayor 
 Median household income  $33,080 
 Housing units    1,410 
 Median housing value   $96,700 
 Master Plan    no 
 Emergency Operations Plan  no 
 Zoning regulations   yes 
 Building regulations   no 
 Subdivision regulations   no 
 Stormwater regulations   no 
 Floodplain regulations   no 
 Water service    municipal 
 Electric service    Laclede Electric Cooperative 
 Fire service    municipal 
 Ambulance service   Pulaski County Ambulance 
 Rivers/streams    no 
 Major highway(s)   Interstate 44, State Route 17 
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Waynesville 
  

Population    3,400 
 Classification    third class city 
 Government form   board of aldermen/mayor 
 Median household income  $41,250 
 Housing units    1,560 
 Median housing value   $87,500 
 Master Plan    no 
 Emergency Operations Plan  no 
 Zoning regulations   no 
 Building regulations   no 
 Subdivision regulations   no 
 Stormwater regulations   no 
 Floodplain regulations   no 
 Water service    municipal 
 Electric service    municipal 
 Fire service    municipal 
 Ambulance service   Pulaski County Ambulance 
 Rivers/streams    Roubidoux 
 Major highway(s)   Interstate 44 
 
 


