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2007 Congressional Issues
in the Meramec Region

The board of the Meramec Regional Planning
Commission wishes to share priorities with you,
our Congressional leaders, that are of interest to
our organization as a whole and to our individual
cities and counties. They are:

TRANSPORTATION:

= Improve Highway 50 and Highway 63 to four-
lane highways to stimulate growth and indus-
try.

= Develop a transportation financing plan for the
Federal Highway Trust Fund, which will be
pankrupt in 2009.

= Secure federal spending on highways.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:

= Provide more federal assistance for public
infrastructure: Many Missouri cities need to
upgrade their infrastructure to meet ever-
changing requirements for their constituents
and local businesses, but do not have the
needed tax dollars. We need more grant
funding and federal and state support in this
area. The increased economic development
resulting from new infrastructure would pro-
vide additional money to improve other infra-
structure.
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The Honorable Sens. Kit Bond &
Claire McCaskill and Reps. Jo Ann Emerson,
Ike Skelton & Kenny Hulshof

The Meramec Regional Planning Commission,
representing eight counties and their respective
cities, is pleased to present its 2007 Federal Priori-
ties agenda to you. We want to express our appre-
ciation to each of you for your past efforts on our
behalf. You have assisted our region, as individual
governments and as a group, in many significant
ways. Most importantly, you and your staffs have
always taken the time to discuss legislation, grants
and issues of local concern. We thank you in
advance for your consideration of our 2007 Fed-
eral Priorities.

Sincerely,

Robert Reed
MRPC Chairman

= Support increased funding for work force development and job training, as well as trade courses in
schools. More vocational career training is needed. Employers are having difficulty finding entry-level
employees with appropriate skills and work attitude.

» Need downtown redevelopment incentives available directly to developers who are willing to make
the investment. Need economic development incentives, including tax credits, to encourage new
businesses to start up or relocate to area;, need low interest loans to help start up businesses and
provide jobs for graduates so they will stay in the area.

= Fully fund the existing portfolio of federal community and economic development programs, most
notably the Economic Development Administrations (EDAS) infrastructure, economic adjustment
assistance and district planning grant programs and HUD's Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) program. Maintain the mission and integrity of EDA and USDA Rural Development and

increase funding for both.
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HOUSING, EDUCATION AND HEALTH CARE ISSUES:

= Create affordable health insurance for all. Provide legislation enabling small industries affordable
healthcare benefits for employers/employees, including a reasonable retirement benefit.

= Need a permanent solution for funding Social Security benefits.

= Return control of schools to local school boards. Let communities regulate their own issues. When
too many government regulations are in place, citizens feel disenfranchised and lose interest in
controlling their own affairs. We have a “let them do it” mentality, which negatively affects all levels of
a democracy.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES:

= Need to develop homegrown sources of fuels to eliminate the need to buy fuel from foreign coun-
tries. Research is needed to find and develop sources such as electric plants (burn trees and paper) or
fuels for heating such as methane from landfills.

= Continue to push for domestic alternative fuel and location sources, i.e., drill in Alaska, Gulf of
Mexico, etc. Promote the development of cheaper ethanol, bio diesel, hydrogen electric or a combi-
nation thereof. Change federal/state energy policy: Open up drilling in Andwir, Florida Coast, etc. as
a temporary measure (10 years). Promote via meaningful means of alternative energy sources —
nuclear, wind, solar, hydrogen, bios and other new technology. Must be prepared to counter the oil,
gas and coal lobbyists.

= Provide funding to assist local governments who must comply with state and federal regulations,
including federal assistance to meet unfunded Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) mandates.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ISSUES:

= Need a federal initiative to help local governments upgrade infrastructure. For example, Meramec
communities need affordable sewer treatment plants that can be upgraded, rather than be replaced
every 20 years. They need better innovative ways of financing and upgrading infrastructure to elimi-
nate power outages and costly repairs to infrastructure systems, to accommodate present and future
business growth and to install non-existent infrastructure systems, such as wastewater and
stormwater systems. Additional funding is needed for rural sewer projects.

= Place larger emphasis on projects that are regionally beneficial. Work with regional planning commis-
sions (RPC’s) to improve quality of life by regions, then let the local entities tap into those assets.

= Eliminate or fully fund unfunded mandates: For example, it costs the county about $10,000 to
program the handicap computers and not one person used them in Osage County. This is a federal
requirement but is not funded and needs to be changed. To comply with racial profiling reporting,
the city of Bourbon had to hire another clerk to do paperwork.

OTHER ISSUES:
= Re-establish reasonable control of our borders and a functional and manageable immigration policy.
Do not grant amnesty to illegal immigrants nor their employers. Halt the ill-concieved programs to
provide multi-lingual services. Return the national focus to the American traditions that were estab-
lished by our consitutution more than 200 years ago.

The Meramec Regional Planning Commission. . .

is a voluntary council of local governments serving the Meramec area of

Missouri. The MRPC area includes the eight counties of Crawford, Dent, iFnc;(r)rrpnoarteionl
Gasconade, Maries, Osage, Phelps, Pulaski and Washington and their contact:
respective cities. The mission of MRPC is to enhance the quality of life
fo_r residents of the Meramec Region. In pursuit of this mission, MRPC Meramec MISEOLTETS
will bring about results in these areas: N Regional MERAMEC
= Cleaner, healthier and safer communities, Planning iir REGLON
= Greater socioeconomic and cultural wealth through Commission
community and economic development, and 4 Industrial Drive = St. James, MO 65559
= A stronger, unified voice in the legislative process. (573) 265-2993 = FAX (573] 265-3550
. i ) http://missourimeramecregion.org
This reportwas hanfj-dellvered by Chairman RobertReed, Board Member Marcus Maggard and http://meramecregion.org
Executive Director Richard Cavender.
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