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Representing Crawford, Dent, Gasconade, Maries, Osage,
Phelps, Pulaski and Washington counties

Summer 2010

_ Welcome to the first electronic version of
Ugg’;r:gcthe Transportation Connections, the e-newsletter
Region of the Meramec Regional Planning
Awarded 2010 Commission's  Transportation  Advisory

Safe Routes
Grants

Crocker R-ll
School District,
St. James Police
Department and
Waynesville

[ P P

Committee

MRPC Transportation Advisory
Committee Provides a Voice for the
Region
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Folce
Department were
among the 34
grant recipients
selected for the
2010 Safe Routes
to School Non-
Infrastructure
grants. Crocker
schoolswere
awarded $5,005
for bicycle and
pedestrian
education for
students, coupled
with community
outreach and
awareness. St.
James Police
Department was
awarded $6,400
for increased law
enforcement
activities on
roadways near
schools.
Waynesville
Police
Department was
awarded $23,650
to purchase
equipment to
increase speed
awareness around
schools. Some of
the funds will
also be used for
bicycle and
pedestrian
education for
students and to
implement
measures to
enhance safety
for children who
walk and/or bike
to school.

For many years, transportation users outside of the urban
areas were planned for, not planned with. Citizens in rural
areas had virtually no role in the development of the
transportation plans affecting their community. That changed
with the federal transportation legislation in 1991 and those
that followed in 1998 and 2005. These acts require that long
range transportation planning include statewide public,
private and governmental inputNmeaningful inputNfrom the
grassroots level, which will be considered and used in the
development of transportation plans.

For many years, MoDOT had found such partners in the
urban areasCMetropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOS);
so, to connect with the rural areas of the state, they turned
to the MPOOQOsural counter partsNthe Regional Planning
Organizations (RPOs), also known as regional planning
commissions and councils of governments. An RPO, such as
Meramec Regional Planning Commission (MRPC), is a
voluntary coalition of several county and city governments
who formally join together to improve the overall region in
which they are located. They meet on a regular basis to
discuss common regional issues and to find solutions to their
common problems. RPOs pool their resources to maintain a
full-time staff, who provide a wide range of professional
services to the member communities. These services include
economic development services such as grant and loan
applications and administration; environmental planning
services; housing program administration; special childcare
and family support services; and a full range of
communications services.

There are 17 active RPOs located across the state. While
each operates a bit differently to meet the unique
requirements of its member communities, all share the
common task of working with the local governments and the
citizens of Missouri to plan for a better future. This interaction
at the grassroots level makes the RPOs an excellent source
of public input into the statewide planning process. RPOs
began seeking ways to involve the public in the
transportation planning process. The primary vehicle
selected by most RPOs, including MRPC, was the
Transportation Advisory Committee, or TAC.

The MRPC TAC is comprised of three members from each of
the regionOsight counties with appointments made by the
county commissions. These members come from diverse
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Chamois
Benefits from
Unspent Grant
Money

The City of
Chamoiswas
recently notified
that it was
awarded $250,000
to construct
sidewalks. The
funds came
through unused
grant dollars from
the 2008 round of
MoDOTOSafe
Routesto Schools
Infrastructure
Grant, for which
the city had
originally applied.

District 9
Offering Grant
Funding to
Local Law
Enforcement

The Missouri
Coalition for
Roadway Safety,
South Central
Region (District
9), will be
accepting
applications for
grant funding for
overtime
enforcement and
specialized
equipment for
city, county and
state law
enforcement
agencies.
Completed
applications must
be submitted by
July 30, 2010.
Awards will be
made in early
August. Last
year, 22

backgrounds. The only requirements for membership are an
interest in transportation planning and a willingness to
volunteer oneOdime and effort to represent the communityOs
interests. The TAC may also include some non-voting
members from related organizations, which have an interest
in the Meramec Region. The TAC meets the second
Thursday of February, April, June, August, October and
December.

During these meetings, TAC members discuss transportation
issues and needs, set priorities and provide input to MoDOT
on what projects should be carried out in the region and
learn about new transportation developments. The Meramec
TAC, with help from MRPC staff, advocates its top two
prioritiesNimprovements to Highways 63 and 50N and
works directly with Districts 5 and 9 on district-level priorities.

ARRA Stimulus Funds Lead to New
Sidewalks, Roundabout

Pedestrians in Belle and St. James are enjoying new
sidewalks while residents in Sullivan will soon see
construction improvements on Vine Street, including a
roundabout in front of city hall, thanks to ARRA stimulus
funding. The city of Belle, in
District 5, received $66,653 to
install sidewalks in the part of
town near the school. The city
also invested additional funds |
to add curb and gutteringto
the project while the work was =
being done. The city of St. '
James, in District 9, was
awarded $165,354 to install
sidewalks near the school
also. The city of Sullivan, in
District 6, received $731,676
to rebuild a portion of Vine
Street install a roundabout in
front of city hall, eliminating a
five-way intersection. The city is currently waiting on
concurrence from the Missouri Department of Transportation
to award the bid for the work.
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applications were
received and
awarded a total
of $54,749.47 in
funding.
Overtime
enforcement
operations
included DWI
check points, and
saturation patrol
for speeding and
seat belt usage.
Equipment
purchases
included LEDIlight
bars and flares,
breathalyzers,
radar gunsand
other safety
related
equipment.
Regional
Coordinator Kelly
Martin noted that
fatalities were
down in the South
Central region by
22 percent last
year. Meramec
counties in
District 9 include
Crawford, Dent,
Phelps, Pulaski
and Washington
counties. For
application
information or
questions
regarding this
funding
opportunity,
contact Martin at
1-888-ASKMoDOT
(275-6636).

TAC -
August
12th -
4:00 p.m.
at MRPC

Buckle Up and Arrive Alive -
Statewide fatality numbers down
while fatalities increasing in the
Meramec Region

As of July 18, 2010, 394 people have died on Missouri roads
—a 12 percent decrease from the same time last year when
448 people had died. As of July 18, 2010, 46 people had
died in District 5 compared to 61 for the same time period in
2009. In District 9, 33 people had died in traffic crashes
compared to 45 for the same time period in 2009.

Unfortunately, traffic crash fatalities are running higher—up
nearly 18 percent—in Meramec
same time period last year. 4" ,
From Jan. 1 to July 18, 2010, Bij CE LE
20 people have died in the : - :
eight-county Meramec Region,

July 18, five people had lost their lives in Crawford County
traffic crashes, two in Dent County, two in Gasconade
County, one in Maries County, two in Osage County, two in
Phelps County, two in Pulaski County and four in

counties when compared to the
compared 17 people for the same time period in 2009. As of
Washington County.

Statewide, 74 percent of the fatalities have been in rural
areas; 49.5 percent of the persons killed on Missouri
roadways in 2010 were not wearing seat belts.

Statewide education and law enforcement efforts to
encourage seatbelt usage and discourage drinking and
driving and texting and driving may be contributing in part to
the decline in statewide fatalities. Those education efforts,
coordinated through the Missouri Coalition for Roadway
Safety, will continue, and the group has a new face on the
web. The newly redesigned site at
http://www.savemolives.com/ features eye-catching
graphics, intriguing videos, news and information, driving tips
and advice on how to Arrive Alive at your destination.

Seven out of 10 Missourians killed in traffic crashes are
unbuckled. Only 77 percent of Missourians wear their seat
belt, well below the national average of 84 percent. Overall,
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TAC
MEMBERS

Crawford

County
Robert Schaffer
Richard Martin
Ed Worley

Dent County
Gary Brown
Donald Dodd
Darrell Skiles

Gasconade

County
Matt Penning
Ron Jost

Jim Decker

Maries

County
Richard Huse
James Kleffner
Lowell Tonding

Osage
County

Danny Foster
Russell Scheulen
Jerry Wolfe

Phelps

County

John Butz
Candace Connell
Larry Stratman

Pualaski
County

Bruce Harrill
George Sanders
Cecil Penning

Washington

County
John Casey
T.R. Dudley
Todd Moyers

Ex-Officio
Members
Jack Heusted,
OATS

Bill Osborne,
SMTS

Roger
Schwartze,
MoDOT

Tom Stehn,
MoDOT

since 2005 when 1,257 people died on Missouri roadways,
traffic deaths have decreased 31 percent. The 2009 number
stands at 878. The coalition credits a combination of law
enforcement, educational efforts, emergency medical
services and engineering enhancements as the successful
formula for saving lives. The coalition's current goal is to
have 850 or less fatalities in Missouri by 2012. The last time
Missouri reached less than 850 fatalities was 1949.
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